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‘Assessment should provide the basis of informed teaching, helping pupils to overcome their learning difficulties and ensuring that teaching builds on what has been learned.  It is also the means by which pupils understand what they have achieved and what they need to work on. ‘
(OFSTED 2003)
Policy Principles

Assessment should

· be used to evaluate and develop the quality of teaching and learning across the school. 

· assessments are used to monitor and track the a child’s progress

· AFL develops learners capacity for self assessment so that they can become reflective and self managing

· assessments are based upon an agreed written recording system, supported by appropriately collected evidence

· assessments are moderated effectively so that the teachers’ judgement about pupils’ work is agreed
· assessment information feeds into the target setting process

· assessment data is analysed to identify and support different groups of pupils

· parents are aware of the assessment process and understand the measures used to inform them of their child’s progress.
 Policy Aims
We recognise that the assessment process is crucial and in order to be effective in this we aim:
· to use principles and processes of assessment in order to monitor progress and support learning
· enable the teacher to adjust teaching to take account of assessment information and to focus on how pupils learn

· to develop consistent practice in AFL across the school
· to involve pupils in recognising their successes and identifying the next step
· to use assessments to guide future planning, teaching and curriculum development 
· to allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of each child;
· use the assessments to provide information which can be used by teachers and the headteacher as they plan for individual pupils and cohorts

· to provide a framework for assessment which reflects current guidelines enabling teachers to integrate assessment for learning throughout all aspects of teaching and learning. 

· to provide regular information for parents that enables them to support their child’s learning;

· to provide the headteacher and governors with information that allows them to make judgments about the effectiveness of the school

Types of assessment

Summative assessment

Provides a snapshot of attainment at the end of a unit, year group, key stage or when a pupil is leaving the school. It makes judgments about a pupils’ performance in relation to national standards.

Formative assessment
Assessment for Learning is the day to day ongoing assessment to enable teachers to identify the next steps in a pupils’ learning and to enable pupils to have greater involvement and responsibility for their own learning. Key strategies used to ensure good formative assessment takes place include observation, discussion, questioning, paired response work, use of wait time and quality marking.

Diagnostic
Diagnostic assessment helps to identify pupil’s strengths and areas for development. We use outcomes from assessments to plan future work and to identify groups of children who need support. This process also helps us with our target setting and to reflect on teaching and learning strategies which we use. 
 Cycle of Assessment
Day to Day assessment – Assessment for Learning

Strategies which are used in our school

	Strategy used
	How and when
	Purpose

	Learning Objectives


	Learning objectives can be tracked to objectives in medium-term plans and are shared with pupils and clearly separated from the explanation of the activity.
	Clarify the Learning Objective. 

	Success Criteria


	Learning Outcomes are shared, discussed and agreed with pupils.
	Clarify the learning outcome.

	Feedback and Marking


	Oral and written feedback is focused on the shared learning objectives of the lesson.

	Providing verbal and written comments on how pupils can improve their work and make progress towards their personal targets.

	Observation


	Ongoing observations watching, listening and talking
	To inform EYFSP, APP, AFL

	Questioning


	Teachers encourage, trigger and sustain verbal dialogue. 
	To enable pupils to become independent learners.

	Self / Peer Assessment


	During lessons pupils are encouraged to reflect on what they have learned and what they need to do to improve.
Pupils are encouraged to assess each other’s work and to provide fair and helpful feedback.
	To be reflective and able to self-assess.

	Talking Partners


	The climate for learning gives pupils the confidence to verbalise partially formed thinking and constructively challenge each other’s ideas.
	Development of AFL skills.

	Target Setting

	Teachers use an appropriate range of data to baseline pupil performance, set targets and judge processes. 
	To ensure progression towards curricular targets.


Periodic Assessment -Assessing Pupil Progress
APP is a process of structured periodic assessment for mathematics, reading and writing.  It supports teachers by promoting a broad curriculum and by developing teachers’ skills in assessing standards of attainment and the progress children have made. It involves 'stepping back' periodically to review pupils' ongoing work and relate their progress to National Curriculum levels, and provides information to help teachers plan for the next steps in children's learning. At The Breck School we use APP Assessments in Writing, Reading, and Mathematics. From January 2012  we introduced APP Assessments materials in Science and the assessments were implement  from September 2011. 
Transitional assessment – Tasks and tests
Transitional assessment is information that marks a transition from one year to the next, one key stage or school to the next.

Transitional forms of assessment (examinations, end of year and key stage tests etc.) that are used at The Breck School are:
· Early Years Foundation Stage Profile
· Phonic Screening in Year 1. 
· PIPs (Performance Indicators in Primary Schools)  used in the Reception year, Years 2, 4 and 6
· Optional SATs in Years 3, 4 and 5
· Key Stage 1 SATs in Year 2
· Key Stage 2 SATs in Year 6
· P Scales
The information for the above is used by all members of staff to ensure that children receive quality first teaching that is focused on their particular needs as the move from Year group to Year group. Furthermore the information is shared with parents as a summative measure of a child’s ability at the end of each year group.

Early Years Foundation Stage
Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage are assessed using the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. Assessments, which are based on observations, are finalised at the end of the academic year and the results are reported to parents and Local Authorities. 

Year 1 teachers use the assessments at the end of the EYFSP to plan an effective, responsive and appropriate curriculum that will meet the needs of the children.
Key Stage One
At the end of KS1  a statutory teacher assessment is made for all pupils in the National Curriculum subjects –Reading, writing, speaking and listening mathematics and science  Pupils are given a level ranging from P scales – level 4. End of Key Stage tasks and tests are used to underpin this judgement. Whilst it is statutory it is the Teacher Assessment that it reported and not the task and test results. Teacher assessments are finalised by the end of June and reported to parents and the Local Authority.
Key stage Two

At the end of KS2 a statutory teacher assessment is made for all pupils in the National Curriculum subjects –Reading, writing, speaking and listening mathematics and science.  Pupils are given a level ranging from P scales – level 5. End of Key Stage tests are a statutory requirement for all children working between levels 3-5. These tests are externally marked and the results are reported to parents. A result for all pupils is required by the Local Authority by the end of the academic year. 
Other arrangements to support assessments in our school
The school uses the following tests to monitor attainment, for value added purposes and to evaluate progress made by our pupils.  The statutory tests are highlighted on the table.

	Year Group


	Assessment used
	When
	Why

	Reception class
	Early Years Foundation Stage Profile

PIPS (Performance indicators primary school)
PIVATS
	Ongoing throughout school year. Completed June

On entry (first 7 weeks). End of year (June)


	Statutory and monitors progress

Value added data

	Year 1


	Phonics Screening

APP
PIVATS

	End of year 1. Ongoing throughout the school year.
	To monitor progress

	Year 2
	Teacher Assessment

SATs

APP

PIPS Year 2
PIVATS


	Ongoing throughout school year.
	Statutory and monitors progress

Value added data
Target setting

	Year 3
	Optional Tests (QCA)

APP
PIVATS


	May
	To monitor progress
Target setting



	Year 4
	Optional Tests (QCA)

APP

PIPS Year 4
PIVATS


	May
June
	To monitor progress
Target setting

LA

	Year 5
	Optional Tests (QCA)

APP
PIVATS


	May 
	To monitor progress
Target setting



	Year 6
	Statutory Tests KS2

APP

PIPS Year 6
PIVATS


	May (timetabled)


	Statutory and monitors progress 
Value added data
Value added




Data Analysis 
Results from assessments are collected and used to inform planning.

Data is collected termly (APP) and on transition. This is analysed by The Breck Primary School.  The results of which are used to track pupil progress, improve learning and teaching and to generate targets.
In order to make the analysis of all school data efficient the following systems are used in our school:
E Profile
Used to inform teaching in Year 1 
Raise on line/ LSIP/ Fisher Family Trust
Data analysed by SMT and shared with all staff and Governors 

Used to set targets with SIP

Used to set year group targets

Used to set targets for underachieving children
All data is triangulated by using a range of contextual analysis tools and used to set targets and inform provision.
PIPS
Used as a Baseline and end of year assessment for Reception Children, to measure progress
QLA
Question level analysis is used by class teachers and information is shared with Subject Coordinators and SMT
P Scales/PIVATS

Used by SENCO to ensure appropriate interventions are put in place

Used by class teachers to inform planning / differentiation
Tracking           
Tracking involves systematically building a picture of the progress that each child or group of children makes along their expected learning path. An effective system should track pupil progress individually and is reviewed regularly with teachers in order to identify and discuss any under attainment and/or underachievement as well as celebrate examples of good progress. At The Breck School we use EYFSP data, APP, and The Lancashire Tracking Tool and the Lancashire ‘Brick Walls’ to track to the children. This information is used by all members of staff to inform learning and teaching. The information is provided to parents to inform them about children’s progress.

Target Setting

Statutory targets
The governing body of our school is required to set and publish annual performance targets for the end of Key Stage Two in English and Mathematics. Analysis of assessment data from statutory assessments and other formal summative tests informs the setting of the targets.

Numerical targets
At The Breck school there is an expectation that pupils will make 2 NC levels of     progress in English, Mathematics and Science between each Key Stage.
Curricular targets
Curricular targets will be set, informed by Question level analysis and shared with staff, pupils and parents.
 Where targets are not met?
An appropriate action plan will be written.
Record Keeping
A variety of assessment evidence is collected to form the basis of assessment records which are in turn used for a range of purposes.

Each cohort has a cohort file and assessment cohort file.  The files contain all data, targets and tracking records, brick walls, held on each child.

Each class teacher has a mark book in which they record weekly literacy (either reading or writing) and weekly numeracy levels. The mark book also contains levels for Science, ICT, RE and all foundation subjects (a minimum of 1 piece of work will be leveled in these subjects at the end of each unit of work). 

Reporting
The reporting requirements at our school meets the guidance from the Assessment Arrangements booklets which are published annually.

Reporting to parents and carers

Evaluation and review

The assessment co-ordinator will ensure that all assessment aspects are monitored in this policy.

Related documentation:  

· All other subject policies.
· Medium and short term planning

· Learning and Teaching Policy.

· Language policy

· Mathematics policy.

· Special Educational Needs Policy.

· Able, gifted and talented Policy

Monitoring and Review

Work scrutiny by headteacher and subject leaders

Discussion involving children and through School Council

Lesson observations

Assessing using APP grids

Impact on summative assessment results

	Year Planner for Assessment, Recording & Reporting
	PRIMARY

	ASPECT


	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Notes

	End of Key Stage TESTS
	Analysis of previous year’s TEST scores/ results.

Compare results with targets.
	Analysis of children’s papers for schools strengths & weaknesses

National TEST results out. ROL Analyse against own school results.
	Assessment Arrangements Booklets arrive from QCA - check for changes


	Order modified Stage 2 TEST material & send names of pupils
	
	  KS Test training for staff.


	Deadline for application Y6 special arrangements with LA
	Receive KS Tests (check but do not open)
	KS2 Tests. Week.

Dispatch papers & HT declaration
	
	Report KS Assessment to results Parents.

Receive KS Tests . Check marking. Report results.
	Report back to staff on results.

Report back to staff on results.

	End of Key Stage One Assessment
	
	Training for teachers new to Y2
	ARA booklet in school
check for changes

Tasks – Maths/English KS1 to schools
	
	Update training for Y2 teachers
	
	
	
	
	Statutory assessments KS1to be sent to LA
	Year 1 phonic screening. 
	

	QCA TESTS
	Analysis of previous year’s scores
	Analysis of children’s papers for strengths & weaknesses
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Optional Tests for Years 3, 4, 5
Mark optional Tests
	
	Report to parents 
Analysise results
	Report back to staff on results

	Reception
	EYFSP on entry 

PIPS on entry


	
	PIPS on entry Rec. results due to  school
	Update profile
	
	
	Update profile
	
	
	Foundation Stage Profile assessment finalised
PIPS End of Year test administered


	Report to parents 
Analysise results for transition
	

	PIPS 
	Receive PIPS results
	
	
	
	Y2 & Y6 PIPS tests administered
	Y2 & Y6 PIPS tests administered
	
	Receive results of Y2 & Y6 PIPS
	
	PIPS tests administered to  Years 1,2,4,6 

	
	

	APP
	Collect evidence
	Complete grids

Curriculum Co-ordinators monitor samples of work
Ass. Wk 1st week in Dec
	Collect evidence
	Complete grids

Curriculum Co-ordinators monitor samples of work
Ass. Wk last week of Spring term
	Collect evidence
	Complete grids

Curriculum Co-ordinators monitor samples of work
	Analysis of all cohort data to inform target setting

	Target Setting /Tracking
	Target setting for Year 5 pupils(HT & SIP)

Target setting in every class

Staff to input data into Pupil Track

P Scales
	
	
	Targets to LEA
Raise on-line

SM review

S.I.P.

Staff to input data into Pupil Track

P Scales(to be completed by 30.11. each year)


	
	School target setting review for SD Plan
	
	Staff to input data into Pupil Track

P Scales
S.M.T. meeting to go through dataS.M.T. Analysis of data

All data to be completeon tracker on 30.6 each year – to include

P scales

Pupil track
	
	
	
	

	Reporting to Governors
	National Test results to Governors
	
	
	
	
	
	Full NC test results analysis reported to Govs via Curriculum Committee
	
	
	
	
	

	Reporting to Parents
	
	Annual Govs report include NC tests, targets etc
Start of year informal Parents’ Open Afternoon
	
	Milestones books
To include Targets
	
	Parents’ Evenings.

Inform Yrs 2 & 6 about NC tests
	Revise format for reports with current legislation
Start of year informal Parents’ Evening
	Milestones Books
(without targets)
	Reports ready for typing by end of May
	
	End of year  reports to Parents.
Reports to H.T. before the 30.6 each year
	

	SEN / G.T
	SENCO & class teachers check SEN provision
I.E.P. reviews

G&T reg. liaise with coordinators
	
	
	
	Review of statements & SEN register
I.E.P. reviews & mettings
	
	Yr 6 Review meetings.

Annual assessments by School Support Agency
	I.E.P. reviews
	
	
	Review of statements & SEN register
	Specific diagnostic tests to be arranged when necessary


	Year Planner for Assessment, Recording & Reporting
	PRIMARY

	ASPECT


	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	March
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Notes

	End of Key Stage TESTS
	.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	End of Key Stage One Assessment
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QCA TESTS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reception
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PIPS 2/4/6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other testing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reporting to Governors
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reporting to Parents
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SEN
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Target Setting
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ACTION PLAN FOR ASSESSMENT

	
	Targets
	Action/tasks
	Personnel

Responsible
	Other

Personnel
	Timescale
	Resources
	Monitoring
	Success criteria

	  Maintenance                        Improvement
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


