
 

 

 

Friday 21st April 2017 

    

  

Summer Term Nursery News Letter. 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Welcome back to all of our current parents and children and a big welcome to all 

of our new children and parents who have started with us this term.   

Nursery Curriculum. 

Topics. 

Our topic for this term will be ‘In the Garden’.  This will form a starting point for 

planning and developing learning experiences with the children.  We will explore 

what you might do in a garden and what you might find there and we will explore 

the ‘gardens’ that make up our school grounds. We will spend lots of time outdoors 

(and indoors) digging, planting, growing plants and investigating the world around 

us.  We will learn about how plants grow and about insects and other creatures that 

might live in a garden.  We will undertake lots of creative and construction based 

activities to develop our nursery room and outdoor area into a beautiful ‘Beanies 

garden’ for us to learn and play in.   

Although these are our initial ideas we will follow the interests of the children in 

developing this topic and any other topics throughout the summer term.  The 

‘Beanies News’ section on the weekly school newsletter and the notice board in the 

entrance of the nursery will keep parents updated on our current learning focuses so 

that you can discuss these with your child at home.   

Please send in….. 

Next week we will start to talk about our gardens, what they look like, what we do 

there and what is in them.  It would be wonderful if parents could send in a 

photograph of your garden (with your child’s name on the back please) so that 

children can share and talk about this in nursery next week.  

If any of our families have any gardening tools, buckets, plastic planters, watering 

cans, gardening gloves, seeds, etc that they no longer need but that are suitable for 

children to use and are in good condition that they would like to donate, these 

would be greatly appreciated in helping us to develop our garden ‘theme’. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Physical Development. 

A range of physical development activities take place both indoors and outdoors 

each week.  We will continue to use the school hall and outdoor areas to undertake 

our weekly focused Physical development sessions and will spend lots of time 

outdoors developing our gross and fine motor skills through our independent play.  

We would be grateful if you could provide a pair of shorts and a t-shirt in your child’s 

Beanies bag, for our indoor sessions, so that we can help teach the children the skill 

of changing independently for a physical activity, especially important to those 

children who will be starting school this September.   

Early Reading, Writing and Maths 

As part of developing children’s understanding in the areas of Literacy and Maths, 

each week we have a focus letter of the week and a focus number of the week.  

These will be displayed on the notice board in the nursery entrance and detailed on 

the beanies section of the weekly school newsletter. 

Please talk to your child at home about these.  Look out for the letter of the week 

and the number of the week when you are out and about, in the car, at the shops 

etc.  Count with your child up to that number and practise saying the sound that our 

letter of the week makes. 

The Pod. 

The Pod is part of our Early Years and Key Stage 1 provision within school.  It is run by 

Miss O’ Toole who works with groups of Nursery, Reception and Year 1 children each 

day.  Each week groups of our pre-school children in nursery access the provision 

within the pod working with nursery staff and Miss O’ Toole.  The pod offers additional 

creative, play based experiences for our nursery children and is a fabulous addition 

to the provision within the nursery room.  The topic this term continues to be ‘Castles’ 

as the children are having so much fun learning about how castles were built and 

what living in a medieval castle might have been like!  Miss O’Toole will continue to 

develop this topic with children over the term. 

Nursery Staff 

Mr Fielding is an apprentice teaching assistant working within school.  He has been 

based in Year 5 during the autumn and spring terms.   As part of his ongoing training 

and professional development Mr Fielding will join us in Beanies as an additional 

member of staff for the summer term.  Mr Fielding will also work each day in after 

school club.   



 

 

 

 

 

Messy Play  - Spare clothes 

During the summer term we will be undertaking lots more ‘messy play’ activities in 

the outdoor area involving water, foam, mud etc! Please could all parents provide a 

spare set of clothes in their child’s nursery bag that they change into if they get too 

wet or messy whilst having fun!  

Sun cream and sun hats. 

As the weather continues to improve we will spend more time outdoors in the 

sunshine (we hope!).  In order to ensure that children are adequately protected 

please can all parents supply a named sun hat and bottle/tube of sun cream for 

their child that can be kept in nursery and applied by nursery staff as required.  We 

ask that these are able to be kept in nursery so that they are always available to 

ensure that all children are always ‘safe in the sun’. 

School Transition 

Primary school place allocations have now all been made for children starting 

school in September 2017.   Details of transition arrangements for those children who 

will be attending Breck School will be sent out to parents during this half term.  For 

children who will be leaving us in July and attending other local schools, contact will 

be made between their school and the nursery staff to share information for 

transition. 

Nursery Places/Session Preferences. 

During this coming term we will be allocating nursery session places for children for 

the autumn term.  For parents of children who will be staying with us at Beanies next 

academic year if you think you may require any additional sessions or any change 

to your current sessions either for the summer term or from September 2017 please let 

us know as soon as you can in order for us to ensure that we can meet your needs.  

If you require the same sessions that you are currently accessing then these will be 

available and you will be asked to confirm this closer to the time.  

 30 hours additional funding for 3 and 4 year olds 

From September 2017 the Government is doubling the amount of free childcare 

for eligible working parents of three and four year olds from 15 hours per week to 30 

hours per week.    

 

The current free entitlement for all 3 and 4 years olds will continue to be 15 hours per 

week for 38 weeks of the year (i.e. 570 hours).  



 

 

The 30 hours free childcare is an extension of the current free hours and provides an 

additional 15 hours of free childcare for children where parents are eligible. 

  

By offering working parents the additional free childcare the government aims to 

give parents real choice about how they balance raising children with their working 

lives. The 30 hours free childcare also aims to support those parents who wish to 

work, or to work more hours, to be able to do so. 

 

The additional 15 hours of free childcare is available for families where both parents 

are working (or the sole parent is working in a lone-parent family), and each parent 

earns the equivalent of 16 hours a week at the national minimum or living wage, 

and earns less than £100,000 a year. 

We will be holding an information evening for parents during this term regarding the 

30 hours funding and how we will offer this within our setting.  A date for this evening 

will be confirmed and sent out to parents in due course. 

If you feel that you may be eligible for the 30 hours and may like to take up a 30 

hours funded place with us from September please register your interest with the 

school office so that we can gain an overview of demand for these places from our 

current families.  

More information on the 30 hours funding can be found at  

http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/?siteid=2979&pageid=47605&e=e 

You can also register your interest in the 30 hours funding and sign up to receive 

email notifications about the application process at 

https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/childcare-schemes-interest/welcome 

Communication Books. 

We are always excited to learn about events which your child has taken part in 

outside of Beanies and would like to encourage the use of the communication 

books and Magic Moments slips to inform us about these.   These are also ways in 

which parents can help contribute to the records of children’s learning and 

development in their individual learning journals. If you are a new parent and would 

like more information about the aim of the ‘magic moment’ slips please ask any 

member of nursery staff who will be more than happy to talk to you about these.  In 

addition to this we also have our comments box in which you can leave ideas and 

comments for how we could continue to develop the nursery and the provision for 

your children. 

Diary Dates and School Website. 

The school calendar is available on the school website and can be located by 

following this link:   http://www.breckschool.co.uk/calendar/ 

 

http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/web/?siteid=2979&pageid=47605&e=e
https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/childcare-schemes-interest/welcome
http://www.breckschool.co.uk/calendar/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Please also check the weekly school newsletter for upcoming events and ‘Beanies 

news’.  The newsletter is emailed to all parents/carers each week.  If you are not 

receiving the newsletter please check with the school office that we have your 

correct email address. 

 

Parental Involvement Session 

Following the success of our autumn and spring term parent sessions we will be 

holding another session this term where parents will be invited to come along and 

join in a session with their children.  This will take place on the afternoon of Friday 14th 

July and will be a ‘messy play’ session!  A separate letter will be sent home later in 

the term providing more details.  

 

Summer Term Progress Review /Transition meetings. 

Summer term progress review meetings and transition meetings for those children 

starting school in September will be held in the week commencing 26th June 2017.  

Appointment allocation slots will be made available on the signing in desk the week 

before.  

 

Beanies Leavers Assembly 

This will take place on Wednesday 19th July at 2.30pm and provides an opportunity 

for all of our Beanies children who will be leaving in July to start ‘big school’ to share 

what they have enjoyed and learned in their time at Beanies.  Parents of children 

who will leave us in July to start school in September will be invited to attend.   

Further details will be sent out later in the term. 

Please remember as a setting we operate an open door policy and are always 

happy and available to talk to parents/carers about any queries or concerns they 

may have.  Please do not hesitate to speak to any member of the nursery team. 

Many Thanks,  

The Beanies Team. 

 


