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The Staff and Governors at The Breck Primary School appreciate the importance of the links between home and school.  Our aim is to nurture children who will become lifelong learners; passionate about possibilities, problems to be solved and mysteries yet to be discovered

As a school we are committed to the principles outlined in the Leading Parent Partnership Award that we hope to have achieved by July 2007. It is intended that everyone recognises that there must be a firm partnership between parents/guardians and teachers, with all of us focused on the quality of education provided for our children. 

We are committed to the belief that it is important that children begin to make links between school ‘work’ and ‘work’ done at home. Children need to develop a ‘love of learning’ in all aspects of their lives.

From their earliest days children should be both challenged and supported, should meet hurdles and barriers to be overcome, should experience success , frustration and even failure, for this is how they ‘grow’. They have to take ‘risks’ and be willing to accept consequences appropriate to their age and development.

The approach to "homework" varies throughout the school, according to the age of the child. 

The one aspect that remains constant throughout is the view that homework can only benefit the child with parental support. This does not mean that parents are expected to be able to ‘do’ the homework – or even to understand some of it, as much of it will be dependent on learning in class.

What we do ask is that you place great value on the importance of homework and make sure that time and space is made available to your child to enable them to complete the tasks. 

When staff, parents and pupils treat it seriously, homework has the potential to raise standards, extend coverage of the National Curriculum, allow more effective use of lesson times and improve pupils' study skills and attitudes to learning. It can reinforce work covered in class and can be used to practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge (such as reading, spelling and multiplication tables).

For older pupils, it should encourage them to develop a sense of perseverance and initiative, and make them more responsible for their own learning. 



Reading
Our core reading books are from the Oxford Reading Tree. Books range from level 1 to level 15 but our aim is to create readers who choose books to read for their own personal reasons. Once a child can confidently read at level 8 of the reading scheme they should be encouraged to ‘fly’.  

It  is our policy to send home a levelled reading book and a book that the child has chosen from the class library. Both are to be read and enjoyed. 

We ask parents to read with children every night and to communicate with school via the reading diary.

We ask parents to practice the ‘words’ sent home

We ask parents to become familiar with the principles of the teaching of synthetic phonics using the THRASS chart. This is best done by attending the twice yearly meetings.

In the early stages the reading book is for parents to read with their child as it makes the child's version more interesting and enjoyable. We would stress that reading at this age should be above all an ENJOYABLE activity and we would ask that children are encouraged and not pressurised to practise their reading at home. 

Please don’t make children ‘sound out’ too many words. The emphasis should be on comprehension – are they understanding what they are reading? Have you talked to them about what they’ve read and about the pictures?

As they become more confident readers they continue to take home reading books. In many cases they will enjoy reading these books to themselves but should be encouraged to discuss the story, express preferences and review the story.

Homework should be completed to a high quality and be of high presentational standards as this reflects the attitude to learning.

Maths homework will be set weekly. Children are expected to learn times tables from year 2 onwards. We would expect most children to know all their tables by the end of year 4. Each year the teacher will send home a sheet giving details of how calculations are being taught. Please talk to the teacher for more information.

English homework will be set weekly. Creative writing should be encouraged and not stifled by an insistence on correct spelling. Of course common high frequency words are expected to be correct and will be pointed out and corrected but other more ambitious vocabulary will be celebrated even if it is misspelled.  Homework may include consolidating class work, or preparing work for the following lesson.

As the children get older, we expect to increase the amount of homework. 

Maths homework is set once a week for years 3-6. (May be given as one block) with English being set up to twice a week. The children may be asked to complete a piece of English. This may be a comprehension passage, a piece of writing or grammar, or a piece of research. 

Other subjects may be set, but not on a regular basis.

Homework books should be covered and kept in good order.

Children should not worry about homework. Generally, it must be returned to school on time.  If it is forgotten they must inform the teacher. As a one off nothing will happen, however if subsequent homework is ‘forgotten’ teachers will contact parents to enquire about the reason for this and maybe offer support. Older children may be asked to complete the homework at school.
