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Science Policy

Introduction
Children show a fascination and curiosity in their surroundings, taking a delight in finding ways to investigate their environment. At The Breck Primary School, we believe that by encouraging this natural inquisitiveness we will help the children make sense of the world around them. As teachers we seek to develop in the children an awareness of how science permeates almost every aspect of our lives.

Aims

We aim to:

· Develop in each child knowledge and understanding of, and an ability to use, the scientific process which will encourage them to acquire scientific skills and relate these to everyday experiences.
· Learn about the ways of thinking, finding out about and communicating ideas.

· Explore values and attitudes through science.

Teaching and learning

At Breck we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our science lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding. This can be done through whole class teaching and group work, while at other times we engage the children in an enquiry based research activity. We encourage the children to ask, as well as answer, scientific questions and give them the opportunity to use ICT in science lessons to enhance their learning. Wherever possible, children are involved in ‘real’ scientific activities, for example, carrying out practical experiments and analysing the results or using the grounds of our school to study the environment and the animals living within it.

National Curriculum coverage

Science is a core subject in the National Curriculum. It has four attainment targets and a statement of breadth of study. These are:


Sc1 Scientific enquiry


Sc2 Life and living processes


Sc3 Materials and their properties


Sc4 Physical processes.

Our role is to teach scientific enquiry through the contexts of the three main content areas. The breadth of study statement in the National Curriculum is concerned with issues such as the use of ICT, scientific language and health and safety.

Children in the foundation stage are taught the scientific elements of the foundation stage document through the Early Learning Curriculum: Knowledge and Understanding of the World.

Planning

The National Curriculum currently provides the broad framework for the curriculum. Plans are based on QCA guidance, resources available within the school and the individual teachers own expertise. Plans detail the learning objectives being covered and the specific ways in which these will be met.

Differentiation

We aim to encourage all children to reach their full potential through the provision of varied opportunities. We recognise that our planning must allow children to gain a progressively deeper understanding and competency as they move through school.

Equal Opportunities

All children will be given equal access to Science irrespective of race, gender, creed, level of ability or nationality. Mutual respect and tolerance for all will be promoted through the study of Science.

Assessment

The assessment of Science is an integral part of teaching. It allows teachers to identify what the children already know, what has been learnt and to monitor children’s progress. At Breck, we use the ‘Rising Stars’ assessment CD which allows for pre-unit assessments, post-unit assessments and provides a level to identify where the child is currently working within each unit. This is used alongside end of unit assessments based on the work the children have completed during each unit of work to give a rounded picture. In addition, the APP materials are used to provide an assessment of the levels being achieved in Sc1. This data is then collated to provide a judgement at the end of the academic year. Ongoing assessments also help to diagnose and identify ways of overcoming learning difficulties. Written work is marked positively, making it clear where the work is good, and how it could be further improved. 
Resources

The Science resources and equipment are kept in the photocopying room to enable access for all year groups. The Science coordinator, Mrs. M. Emery, is responsible for the organising and ordering of these resources.

For resources currently available in school, see Appendix 1.

Curriculum Coverage 

For current whole school curriculum map, see Appendix 2.
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