
Ash Class Letter Autumn Term 2016- 2017 

 

Welcome to Year Three Ash Class! I hope you have all had a relaxing and enjoyable break. Mrs 

Maddocks, Miss Bird, Mrs Curran and myself are looking forward to an exciting year ahead!  

Mrs Maddocks has joined Breck as a student teacher who has been selected to study the School Direct 

Programme. She has many years of experience in the Primary School setting and has plenty to share 

with us at The Breck. Miss Bird has worked as a dinner lady in school and is now the Teaching Assistant 

in Ash Class. They will be based in Ash Class and will be working closely with myself and your children to 

further their learning.  

You will get to meet Ash Class team and learn more about Mrs Maddocks and Miss Bird on Wednesday 

7th September 2016 at our meet the teacher evening. 

 

Below I have provided a breakdown of the curriculum for the Autumn Term. 

 

English 

English is an important part of the curriculum and is embedded throughout all subjects we teach. This 

term in English children will develop their reading, writing, drama and speaking and listening skills. The 

topics we will cover throughout the term include fables, diaries, shape poems, persuasive letters, myths 

and legends and discussion linked to a current news topic. The class reader for the first half term is 

‘The Diary of Killer Cat’ by Anne Fine, if your child has a copy at home please send it into school for 

them to use during class reader sessions. Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be embedded in all 

areas of the curriculum, we will be learning about prepositions, adverbs and pronouns, determiners, 

possessive apostrophes, direct speech and key spelling patterns and rules. 

 

Maths 

Activities covered in maths will include understanding place value, addition and subtraction, shape and 

space, measures, money and multiplication. We will also complete a lot of work linked to solving real life 

problems in maths and throughout the curriculum as a whole. Lessons will be practical and hands on, as 

well as including learning through the use of computing programmes and the internet.  

In Year 3 multiplication tables are a very important skill and we will develop the children’s skills to learn 

and recite the 12 multiplication tables by the end of Year 3. Any extra multiplication work at home will 

be greatly appreciated. 

 

Science 

In science lessons we will be learning about rocks, also we will be learning about magnets. Rocks will link 

closely to our ‘Stone Age’ topic in History. Children will develop their scientific investigation skills by 

carrying out a number of investigations throughout the term. They will also be planning and carrying out 

investigations, both independently and as part of a group. 

 

Computing 

Children access the laptops and ipads in the classroom on a daily basis to enhance all areas of the 

curriculum. Throughout the term in computing lessons children will be learning the importance of safety, 

online behaviour and cyber bullying. This will be followed by algorithms using the Hopscotch app. 

Computing is also used in most lessons taught throughout the curriculum so the children will become 

more confident using technology in every area of learning. 

 

History  

We will be learning all about the period between Stone Age and Iron Age and will develop our sense of 

chronology using our interpretation and enquiry skills. Throughout this year your children will develop 

their sense of what history is and the chronology of events linked to British history. Our history work 

will link with our art topic where we will be making Stone Age jewellery and other iconic sculptures. 

 

Music 

In music we will be immersed in the world of reggae, taking a reggae inspired look at rhythm, tempo and 

beat through the music of Bob Marley. The children will be appraising a variety of different music 

genres and artists, where they will gain a deeper understanding of the history of music. Towards 

Christmas we will begin to look at different types of Christmas music from different eras and how 

music can tell a story. We are hoping to host BreckFest this term (weather dependent) so please 

continue to practise your class song from Year 2 at home. 

 

 

 



RE 

In the first half term children will be learning about ‘What makes a good leader’, learning about the 

lives of Corrie Ten Boom and Desmond Tutu, in the second half term there will be a focus on 

Christianity- ‘Who has the X Factor?’ These units will be covered using different artefacts and 

research methods to enhance learning. 

 

Art 

Children will be given the opportunity to develop a number of creative skills including; line, texture, 

shape and colour mixing through sculpture work. They will be using these skills to learn about different 

artists, modern and classical. We will also be producing Stone Age jewellery linked to History, this will 

teach the children both 2D and 3D sculpture skills. 

 

DT 

The second half of the term will see children developing their design and technology skills, when they 

produce a pneumatic Christmas character using skills and techniques learnt throughout the unit. This 

will also link to Science- how and why things work- and will reinforce questioning skills. 

 

PE 

PE is taught in two units throughout the Autumn term: 

Invasion games- this unit of work will help the children develop their team skills and key co-ordination, 

fitness and technical skills as well as a heavier focus on games and tactical thinking. 

Gymnastics- the children will become familiar with balancing and core body strength through different 

performances. 

During the winter months children can wear jogging bottoms and a sports jumper for outdoor PE to keep 

them warmer- they will also need their school shorts and PE t-shirt for their indoor PE sessions. 

Please ensure your child has their full PE kit in school every day as I may decide to teach PE on 

different days in the school year. 

 

PSHE 

This half term children will learn all about healthy lifestyles, friendship groups and keeping myself safe 

in the big wide world. In the second half of the term children will learn about bullying and healthy 

eating.  

This subject is covered on a daily basis through routines and behaviour as well as a discrete lesson. 

 

French 

Bonjour will be the first topic we will begin to learn about- meeting and greeting others, asking how they 

are and hosting a simple conversation with friends. En class is the other unit of work we will be 

studying- this will include naming key equipment in the classroom environment and subject names. 

 

Homework 

Your child will be given regular homework to consolidate what has been taught within the classroom. 

This will be presented in different forms throughout the year; children are encouraged to be as 

creative as they wish in the course of completing their activities! Homework will usually include Maths, 

English and another subject each week.  

 

Homework is issued on a Friday, to be returned the following Wednesday. 

 

Your child will also receive regular spellings and multiplication tables to keep learning as well as their 

daily reading. 

Also please ensure your child has a transparent water bottle which will be accessible to them 

throughout the school day. Painting aprons are also important- please provide your child with a clearly 

labelled painting apron/ old shirt that can be used for messy activities throughout the school year- this 

will be kept in their school PE bag at all times. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to make an appointment to come in and see 

me at any point throughout the year. I hope you and your child have a fun filled and enjoyable school 

year in Ash Class. 

 

Thank you for your support 

Miss R. Snape  


