Year Four Class Letter Autumn Term 2014- 2015
Welcome to Year Four! I hope you have all had a relaxing and enjoyable break. Mr Cleland, Mrs Kellett and I are looking forward to an exciting year ahead! 
Mr Cleland has joined The Breck as a School’s Direct Student Teacher. He is one of a small amount of graduates chosen from hundreds of applicants and has plenty of experience in the Primary and Secondary School environment. He will be based in Year 4 for the full academic year and will be working closely with myself and your children to further their learning. 

‘Meet the Teacher’- You will get to meet the Year 4 team and learn more about Mr Cleland on Tuesday 9th September 2014 at 6pm.
Most of our work during the Autumn term will be based on themes linked to Greece and Oceania, this term you and your child/children will have the opportunity to share learning experiences on Thursday 20th November 2014. I have provided a breakdown of the curriculum for the Autumn Term.

English
In English lessons children will develop their reading, writing, drama and speaking and listening skills. The topics we will cover throughout the term include stories with historical settings, recounts and newspaper reports, stories set in imaginary worlds and creating images through poetry. The class reader for this term is ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ by Roald Dahl, if your child has a copy at home please send it into school for them to use during class reader sessions.
Maths
Topics covered in Maths will include counting, partitioning and calculating; securing number facts and understanding shape; handling data and measuring. We will also complete a lot of work on solving real life problems in Maths. Lessons will be practical and hands on, as well as including learning through the use of ICT programmes and the internet. 

Multiplication tables are also an important skill that children learn in Year 4. They will become more confident with these throughout the year. Any extra multiplication work at home will be greatly appreciated.
Science
States of matter will be the unit of work we will be learning about in the first half term where the children will learn about solids, liquids and gases, reversible and irreversible changes. For the second half of the term we are going to be learning about the digestive system, teeth and food chains.
ICT

Children access the computers in the classroom on a daily basis to enhance all areas of the curriculum. Throughout the term in ICT lessons children will be learning how to develop images using repeated patterns on the laptops, iPads and desktop computers. ICT is also used in most lessons taught throughout the curriculum so the children will become more confident using computers in every area of learning.
Geography
Geography will be taught in the second half of the term. We will be developing our key geographical skills by studying a topic in Geography called ‘Oceania’. This will include research about the culture, weather, quality of life, environment and many more exciting facts.
History 

History will be taught in the first half of the term. We will be learning all about modern and ancient Greece and will develop our sense of chronology and our interpretation and enquiry skills. This will include learning about the past and present life in Greece, buildings, sculptures, and cuisine. (Linked to our DT unit of work). 
Music

We are incredibly lucky to have the expertise of Mr Rimmer from Baines High School throughout the year to teach us how to play the ukulele. Ukulele lessons will see children learn to read pentatonic scales and explore a range of singing games. 
Ukulele lessons will take place once a week from mid September. You will be invited to see the wonderful work and progress the children have made through assemblies and concerts.
RE

In the first half term children will be learning about the Hindu religion and in the second half term there will be a focus on God and the symbol of light in religion. These units will be covered using different artefacts.
Art
Children will be given the opportunity to develop a number of art skills including printing skills. These will link to work by artists in line with our Oceania topic focusing specifically on the work of John Pule (with a key focus of mythology).
DT

The inspiration for our DT unit of work is our work all about Greece, we are going to research, design and make our own Greek flatbread and food. As part of this unit of work the children will study the work of different world famous chefs and their cuisine, this will then be produced into a menu and served in the style of the Greeks.
PE

PE will take place on a Tuesday and Thursday. Please ensure your child has their PE kit in school every day as I may decide to teach PE on different days in the school year. 
PSHE

This half term children will learn all about keeping themselves safe and health for life. In the second half of the term children will learn about bullying and healthy eating. 
This subject is covered on a daily basis through routines and behaviour. 
French

We will cover the topics of ‘Portraits’ this will be where the children learn how to discuss the different parts of the body fluently in French during our weekly French lessons. 
Homework

Your child will be given regular homework to consolidate what has been taught within the classroom. This will come in different forms throughout the year children are encouraged to be as creative as they wish in the course of completing their activities! Homework will usually include Maths, English and another subject each week. 
Homework is issued on a Friday, to be handed in the following Wednesday.

Your child will also receive regular weekly spellings and times tables to keep practising as well as their reading. Spellings will be given out on a Monday and tested throughout the week.
Also please ensure your child has a water bottle that can be bought into school that is accessible throughout the school day. Painting aprons are also important, please ensure they have a clearly labelled painting apron or over-sized old shirt that can be used for messy activities throughout the school year that can be kept in their school PE bag at all times.
If you have any questions or concerns do not hesitate to make an appointment to come in and see myself. I hope you and your child/children have a fun filled and enjoyable school year in Year 4.
Thank you for your support.
Miss R. Snape 
