Autumn Term
Year 2
Dear Parents,

I hope you and your children have had a wonderful summer and that they are returning to school well rested and ready for the new school year ahead. Mrs Murphy and I are really looking forward to the year and we are already off to a great start, your children are delightful.

We are very lucky to have a teacher training student based in Maple class for the whole year. I’m sure you will all make Miss Nicholson feel very welcome. 
We have already started working hard in Maple Class and here is an outline of what we are going to cover this term.

Literacy lessons continue on a daily basis in Year Two with an emphasis upon developing literacy skills in reading and writing.  We are going to look at stories with familiar settings, explanation texts, pieces of poetry and traditional tales. Your child will be heard to read at least twice a week in school. Your child must have their book and record in school everyday, as days that your child reads in school will vary. Please record all that they read at home in their reading record.  

Numeracy lessons will take place every day and will aim to further the children’s understanding of the number system and place value.  The children will experience different formats of questioning such as word problems and pictograms.  We will allow the children to explore maths and experience more breadth of learning through problem solving activities. In addition they will use computer programmes within lessons to use and apply their knowledge.

Your children will all be given individual targets for Maths and Writing and Reading, we will send these home so you are aware of what your child is working on and can support them in this.

In Science the children will be furthering their understanding of materials and their uses in everyday life. The children will carry out a number of scientific investigations.
Creative Lab
A group of year 2 children will be given the opportunity to go and work in the creative lab with Mrs Fielding on a weekly basis. We will rotate the groups so that all the year 2 children get at least a full week in there before the end of the Autumn term. The Creative Lab will give the children the opportunity to develop Literacy, Drama, Art and Geography skills through a chosen topic. This half terms topic is ‘The Rainforest’. 
PE is to take place on a Tuesday and Thursday. However please ensure you have your child’s kit in school every day, as these PE slots are subject to change. 

Every child needs a named water bottle in school please. These will be sent home every evening for hygiene reasons and should be returned the following day with your child. 

If you would like your child to purchase tuck at playtimes please send money into school with your child in a named wallet/purse.  If you wish to send children in with their own snack for playtimes, could you please try to make it a healthy snack?  We do give the children fresh fruit during afternoon play so providing an afternoon snack is not essential.

Homework

Literacy and Numeracy Homework will be sent home every Friday beginning on the 12th September.  It will be sent home in a named wallet that needs to be returned every Wednesday. Your child will be given a set of spellings as part of their homework. We would also ask that over the year you spend time with them at home learning to read and spell the year 1 and 2 high frequency words (a copy of the words has been sent home in your child’s homework folder on the 12th September). 

Show and Tell

Please see the attached ‘show and tell’ rota for year 2 children. 

Our class assembly is to be held on Thursday 9th October at 3.10pm. All are welcome to come along.  
Meet the Teacher

If you would like to come along to meet myself, Mrs Murphy and Miss Nicholson we will be holding a ‘Meet the Teacher’ on Wednesday 10th September at 6pm. Please do not worry if you are unable to attend, I am happy to discuss and queries with you at any point. 

If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to come in and speak to myself or Mrs Murphy, we will do our best to help.  
Yours faithfully,

Mrs McKinnon
