
        

 

Reception Class Autumn Term Letter         
 

           September 2016 
 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome back, and to our new parents a warm welcome to Breck School.  We hope that you have all had a 
wonderful summer and are looking forward to the new school year.  The children have had a fantastic start in 
school and are all settling in really well.  They are having lots of fun exploring the classroom, engaging in the 
activities and making new friends.  
 
The children are all doing brilliantly well coming into school in the mornings.  We know that for some children 
(and parents) this will sometimes a daunting and emotional time.  Please be assured that any children who are 
initially finding this part of the day difficult, do settle quickly once inside.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff 
 
Oak Class is supported by Miss Taylor (Miss T). 
 
Creative Lab 
Mrs Fielding will be running the Creative Lab again this year in the mornings. A small group of children from Oak 
will go to the Creative Lab to experience a broad and immersive curriculum and journey into exciting topics. 
They will be joined by Year Ones, Twos and Threes for the first few weeks to work on projects together.  The 
groups change each week and each child will visit about once a term. Her first topic this year is Africa.  
 
 
 
 

        

                             Important Dates for Oak Class this Term…..        
 
Meet The Teacher 
This will take place on Tuesday 6th September at 6pm and is another opportunity to hear important information, ask 
questions and find out about how your child is settling.  
 
Roald Dahl Book Day 
The whole school and staff are dressing up as a favourite Roald Dahl character on Tuesday 13th September. Please bring 
your child dressed up and ready to join in with the fun.  
 
Phonics For Parents 
Come along and find out how we teach phonics in school on Tuesday 20th September at 7pm. 
 
Individual and Sibling Photos 
All children will have their photos taken on Friday 21st October. 
 
Class Photo 
The Gazette will be taking a photo of all the children. As soon as this has been confirmed we will put it on the Oak Class 
Notice Board in the classroom window.   
 
Reception Nativity 
Our nativity will take place in the week of 12th December. Further details to follow as soon as we know the exact dates 
and times. 
 

 

 

 

 



Pod 
Ms O’Toole will be running the Pod all day this year in an identical way to the Creative Lab. A small group of 
children will be rotated to work on projects and deepen their learning. Her first topic is Castles.  
 
A Few General Reminders: 
 
Mornings 
When dropping your child off in the morning please stand in the infant playground with your child outside Oak 
Class. School starts at 8.50am and staff will come out onto the playground from 8.50am, ring the bell, help 
children to line up and then bring them into the classroom.   
 

All Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 children usually come into school each morning through the hall doors on the 
junior playground. Reception children are very welcome to come into school this way. Already we have a 
growing group of children who come into school through the hall, particularly the ones who have older siblings 
in school or who come to “Wake and Shake”. We aim to have all the children lining up in the hall before the half 
term.  
 
Hometime 
Thank you for your patience at hometimes whilst we carefully and safely return the children to you. Thank you 
also for creating an “invisible barrier” between yourselves and the classroom door. This allows the staff and 
children to be able to scan the playground effectively to look for you.  A little wave or stepping forward when 
your child is at the front of the line is always helpful. 
 
Speaking To A Member Of Staff  
If you need to speak to me about anything, please wait until all the children have gone in the afternoon. I am 
always on hand if you have anything you wish to discuss. Alternatively an appointment can be made through 
myself or the school office. If you have a message to pass on in the mornings (as they currently are) speak to 
myself in the playground. When all the children come through the hall doors (over the next few weeks), please 
speak to the member of staff on the hall doors.  
 
Show and Tell 
This is an opportunity each week for the children to bring one item to discuss, thus strengthening their 
confidence in speaking and developing their skills in listening to each other. Initially I will leave a message on the 
classroom window which will outline the basis for the following week’s Show and Tell .e.g. a family photograph. 
After a few weeks of different requests, we will then leave it as an open invitation to bring something in for 
discussion. We encourage an object, photograph, picture etc relating to our topic on the day given (please see 
the timetable on the classroom window).  Please do not regularly send in toys.  
 
Certificates, medals and trophies from any competitions and clubs are ideal for Show and Tell and are very 
welcome.   
 
Star Of The Week Assembly 
One child from each class will be chosen every Friday to be the Star of the Week. They will receive a special 
medal in assembly. We are also going to choose a second child from each class but it will initially remain a 
secret. They will be informed by a special postcard that will arrive in their letterbox a few days later.  
 
Oakley Bear 
The children will take turns to have Oakley Bear visit their home for the weekend and return him on the 
following Wednesday. A diary will be enclosed to add the details of Oakley’s exciting time, and you are more 
than welcome to include any photographs of where they went and what they did together.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Water Bottles 
Please ensure that your child brings a named and filled water bottle into school with them each day so that 
they can drink regularly throughout the day.  This will be sent home at the end of each day so that it can be 
washed and returned to school again the following morning.  We request that these drinks bottles contain water 
only and not other drinks.  Children may of course bring juice to drink with their packed lunch, and juice and 
water are available for children having a school dinner at lunchtime. 
 
Milk 
Infant children have the opportunity to have a carton of milk each day if parents wish.  This needs to be ordered 
directly through the supplier ‘Cool Milk’ either online or by post.  Further details are available from the school 
office.  
 
Snacks   
Children are able to bring a small healthy snack, such as fruit, cereal bars, crackers etc to school to eat at 
morning playtime. One snack will be sufficient for morning play. In the afternoon, fruit is provided by school for 
every infant child. Please can you ensure that your child’s snack is labelled clearly with their name, either by 
writing on the packet or by placing it in a labelled sandwich bag. We encourage disposable bags as they can be 
placed in the bin outside after eating and are much better for the children than carrying a container around with 
them all playtime. 
 
Tuck and Toast  
Once children are settled in school and are becoming familiar with the daily routines there will be the 
opportunity for them to buy toast or a healthy snack from the school tuck shop which is run by our Year 6 
children.  Toast costs 10p per slice and tuck items range from 20p to 30p.  If your child wishes to buy toast or a 
snack item from the tuck shop please send them with a purse or wallet which is clearly labelled with their name.  
They will again place this in a box in the classroom in the morning.   Please only send in small amounts of money 
that your child will need for the tuck or toast that day.  We will inform parents when tuck shop and toast has 
begun for Reception Class children.   
 
Book Bags. 
Please can we request that children do not bring overly large bags to school as there is limited space to store 
these in the class cloakroom. Breck school book bags are a perfect size.   Please look inside your child’s bag on a 
daily basis as letters and other correspondence from school may be sent home in them. 
 

Labelling 
Please ensure that all belongings (uniform, coats, lunch boxes, book bags, snack boxes, water bottles etc) are 
clearly labelled with your child’s name.  This both helps your child to recognise their name and locate their own 
belongings, but also enables misplaced items to be easily identified and returned.  
 

Coats 
Whilst the weather is still fairly pleasant at the moment please ensure that your child has a coat in school with 
them each day as we will take the opportunity to go outside both rain and shine!   We recognise that some 
children may find putting on and fastening their own coat difficult and we support children in practising and 
developing this skill in school.  Practising this at home also will help aid your child’s independence.  
 
The Foundation Stage Curriculum. 
 
The Foundation Stage curriculum is topic based and for each half term there will be a new topic that the 
children will learn through.  Please find below a flavour of the curriculum coverage and some of the activities 
that we will be doing in class this term.  
 
Our overall topic for this half term is “The Museum.” 
 
 
 
 



A topic web is attached to give you a flavour of the sort of things we will be learning this term. 
 
Physical activities (P.E) are timetabled to take place on Friday, for Reception class.  Please ensure however that 
your child’s P.E kit is in school throughout the week as we may also use it at other times. Most children leave 
their P.E bags on their pegs for the half term and they are sent home for the holidays to be washed.  
 
Supporting your child’s learning at home. 
Homework will begin in the next few weeks and will initially consist of “reading” picture books. The children will 
effectively make up a story by looking at the clues in the pictures. It will quickly progress to books with words in. 
We recommend regular reading each night and will change the books twice a week. “Phonic strips”- with the 
key letters and sounds for children to learn to recognise, and know the letter name and sound for, will also be 
sent home as they are taught in school. We will also stick in accompanying letter formation sheets into 
homework books to practise handwriting.  
 
 
We look forward to sharing this year with you and your child, and seeing them develop, progress and have fun. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
Mr Halliwell and the Reception Team 
         


