
	

	
	
	

Rowan	Class	Letter	Autumn	Term	2017	
	
Welcome	to	Year	Four	Rowan	class!	I	hope	you	have	all	had	wonderful	break.		
	
Both	I	and	Mrs	Curran	and	Miss	Byrne-Fraser	cannot	wait	for	the	year	ahead	and	we	are	
sure	that	it	is	going	to	be	a	great	one!	Miss	Byrne-Fraser	and	Mrs	Curran	are	vastly	
experienced	Teaching	Assistants	with	many	years’	experience	and	knowledge	and	we	are	all	
looking	forward	to	impacting	on	your	children’s	development	and	learning	this	year.		
	
You	will	get	to	meet	the	Rowan	Class	team	on	Wednesday	6th	September	2017	at	our	‘Year	
Ahead’	event.	
	
Homework	will	be	issued	on	a	Friday,	to	be	returned	the	following	Wednesday.	Your	child	
will	be	given	regular	homework	to	consolidate	what	has	been	taught	within	the	classroom,	
or	to	prepare	for	future	learning.	This	will	be	presented	in	different	forms	throughout	the	
year;	children	are	encouraged	to	be	as	creative	as	they	wish	in	the	course	of	completing	
their	activities!	Homework	will	usually	include	Maths,	English	and	another	subject	each	
week.		
	
Please	ensure	your	child	has	a	water	bottle	that	will	be	accessible	to	them	throughout	the	
school	day.		These	will	need	to	be	taken	home	and	washed	on	a	daily	basis	to	keep	them	
clean	and	germ	free.	
	
Painting	aprons	are	also	important-	please	provide	your	child	with	a	clearly	labelled	painting	
apron/	old	shirt	that	can	be	used	for	messy	activities	throughout	the	school	year	and	will	be	
kept	in	their	school	PE	bag	at	all	times.	
	
PE	sessions	are	on	a	Tuesday	and	Thursday,	although	PE	kit	should	be	kept	in	school	all	
week.	Children	should	have	a	T-shirt,	shorts	and	either	trainers	or	pumps	in	their	PE	bag.	As	
the	weather	becomes	cooler,	the	children	may	wish	to	have	a	tracksuit	in	school	as	well.	
	
My	door	is	always	open	so	if	you	have	any	questions	or	concerns	please	do	not	hesitate	to	
make	an	appointment	to	come	in	and	see	me	at	any	point	throughout	the	year.	I	hope	you	
and	your	child	have	a	fantastic,	enjoyable	school	year	in	Rowan	Class.	
	
Below	I	have	provided	a	breakdown	of	the	curriculum	for	the	Autumn	Term.	
	
Thank	you	for	your	support	
Mr.	Cleland	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	
	
	
	
English	
In	 English	 lessons	 children	 will	 develop	 their	 reading,	 writing,	 drama	 and	 speaking	 and	
listening	 skills.	 The	 units	 we	 will	 cover	 throughout	 the	 term	 will	 be	 fairy	 tales,	 non-
chronological	 reports,	 classic	 poetry,	 stories	 which	 raise	 issues	 and	 dilemmas,	 newspaper	
reports,	 myths	 and	 persuasive	 texts.	 The	 class	 reader	 for	 this	 term	 is	 ‘Charlie	 and	 the	
Chocolate	Factory’	by	Roald	Dahl,	if	your	child	has	a	copy	at	home	please	send	it	into	school	
for	them	to	use	during	class	reader	sessions.	
	
Maths	
During	Maths	lessons	children	will	further	their	knowledge	of	place	value,	decimal	numbers,	
shape,	 time,	measure	 including	 perimeter,	mental	 arithmetic	 and	 statistics,	 alongside	 the	
key	 skills	 for	 written	 and	 mental	 methods	 of	 addition,	 subtraction,	 multiplication	 and	
division.	 A	 large	 emphasis	 is	 placed	 upon	 children	 learning	 their	 multiplication	 tables	 to	
underpin	 their	 mathematical	 progression	 throughout	 year	 4.	 They	 will	 become	 more	
confident	with	these	as	the	year	progresses	and	any	extra	multiplication	work	at	home	will	
be	greatly	appreciated.	
	
Science	
The	 topic	 for	 Science	 this	half	 term	 is	 states	of	matter,	 and	we	will	 be	 learning	about	 the	
properties	of	solids,	 liquids	and	gases	including	reversible	and	irreversible	changes.	For	the	
second	half	term	we	will	be	learning	about	electricity.	
	
Computing	
ICT	 is	 used	 across	 the	 curriculum	 on	 a	 daily	 basis	 on	 both	 computers	 and	 tablets.	 During	
timetabled	Computing	sessions	the	children	will	be	exploring	blogging	and	creating	our	own	
3	dimensional	worlds.	
	
Geography	
Geography	will	take	place	in	the	first	half	term	and	we	will	focus	on	fieldwork	and	mapping	
skills	in	Poulton	and	the	surrounding	local	area.	We	will	be	undertaking	fieldwork	at	Stannah	
Country	Park	on	Tuesday	3rd	October	2017.	More	details	will	be	sent	out	in	due	course.	
	
History		
History	will	be	taught	in	the	second	half	of	the	term.	We	will	be	learning	all	about	Modern	
and	 Ancient	 Greece	 and	will	 develop	 our	 sense	 of	 chronology	 and	 our	 interpretation	 and	
enquiry	skills.	This	will	include	learning	about	the	past	and	present	life	in	Greece,	buildings,	
sculptures,	and	cuisine.		
	
Music	
Music	will	be	taught	through	the	use	of	Charanga,	our	dedicated	music	learning	platform.	In	
addition	 we	will	 also	 use	 the	 expertise	 of	 teachers	 and	 specialists	 from	 the	 wider	 school	
community	to	deliver	the	music	curriculum.	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	
	
	
	
RE	
In	the	first	half	term	children	will	be	learning	about	the	Hindu	religion	and	in	the	second	half	
term	 there	 will	 be	 a	 focus	 on	 the	 importance	 of	 light	 to	 Christians.	 These	 units	 will	 be	
covered	using	different	artefacts.	
	
Art	
Children	will	be	given	 the	opportunity	 to	develop	a	number	of	art	 skills	 through	collage	 in	
the	first	half	term.	We	will	 look	at	a	number	of	significant	artists	who	use	collage	to	create	
art.	The	children	will	draw	inspiration	from	these	to	create	their	own	interpretations	of	the	
works.	
	
DT	
The	inspiration	for	our	DT	unit	of	work	is	our	focus	on	electricity	and	the	River	Wyre.	We	will	
build	a	lighthouse	with	a	working	light.	
	
PE	
For	our	PE	unit	of	work	we	will	be	covering	gym	and	basketball.	P.E.	sessions	will	take	place	
on	a	Wednesday	and	Thursday,	however	due	to	the	outstanding	sports	provision	the	school	
offers	please	ensure	your	child’s	P.E.	kit	is	in	school	at	all	times	to	enable	them	to	make	the	
most	of	their	sporting	opportunities.	
	
PSHE	
During	 the	 term	 we	 will	 be	 covering	 various	 topics	 related	 to	 rights	 and	 responsibilities,	
relationships	and	health	lifestyles.	
	
French	
We	will	cover	the	topics	of	‘Encore’	and	‘Quelle	huere	est-il?’	This	will	be	where	the	children	
refresh	 there	 previous	 language	 learning	 and	 learn	 how	 to	 describe	 items,	 objects	 and	
people	in	French.	
	
	


