
 

 

 

 

 

  
‘Native Americans’ 

Spring Term 2017 

English  
  

Stories related to the topic- Brother Eagle, Sister Sky by Susan Jeffers, 

Grandmothers Dream catcher by Becky Ray McCain, A Totem Tale by Deb 

Varasee, How Rabbit Stole the Fire by Joanna Troughton, Legend of the Indian 

paintbrush by Tomie dePaola.  

Character studies. 

Story mapping and retelling 

Instructional texts- read and understand. Write instructions for different 

aspects of the topic-e.g. how to make a dream catcher/tepee/totem-pole. 

Non-chronological reports about the natives’ way of life, what they did to survive 

etc. 

Create a diary entry for a day in the life of a Native American. 

 Create character profiles for some famous Native Americans. 

Add new facts to working walls related to all aspects of the topic. 

Descriptive writing about ‘The Native Americans’ and how they lived. 

Create an imaginative piece of writing about a Native American warrior. 

Non-fiction fact finding- locating he information they need and understanding of 

how to use non-fiction texts. 

Write information texts- leaflets, posters. 

Learn about the American Talking stick- use ones made to tell own stories.  

Write a message/story using Native American symbols. Create storytelling stones-

link to Art. 

 

Introduction to the topic 
‘The Hook’- 

 DF & AW to be dressed in traditional native dress.  Tepee set up and canoe, entrance to be 

decorated as tepee entrance with canoe. Where are we going? What are the clues? Put pictures 

around the room and objects, e.g. flute, feather, dream catcher, necklace, headdress etc to 

discover and discuss thoughts and ideas as to what the theme is going to be this time in the Lab?  

Watch clip- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtfwCljzg7g    

Background music and scenes for IWBhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lC1BVzxKSU   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRxOHIRszB4 

http://videoclips.mrdonn.org/nativeamericans.html  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19nm5_nAwQg&list=RD19nm5_nAwQg#t=1792 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWVEDQjXQdo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GMxd3pAIGeM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMKdMmpK1T8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMVQZQcioYI 

 

History 

Create a timeline of events in Native American history. Make a rug to hang on wall and 

pin important events and dates to it as we go through the topic.Who were the Native 

Americans? What do we know about them? What parts of America did they settle in? 

http://www.historyforkids.net/native-americans.html http://www.fun-

facts.org.uk/america/native_americans.htm  

http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/native-americans  

Where did they come from? When did they settle in America? Find out about famous 

Native American chiefs, e.g. Geronimo-leader of the Chiricahau Apache tribe, Sitiing 

Bull, leader of the Lakota Sioux tribe., Pocahontas- daughter of the chief of the 

Powhatan tribe.  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Plains-Indian  

http://www.ducksters.com/history/native_american_sioux_nation.php  

Investigate things that the Native Americans invented and discuss their impact on 

society today. 

Find out about the explorer Christopher Columbus who made discovered North 

America in 1492, he thought it was the Indies so he claaed the people he met the 

‘Indians’ and it stuck.  

 

Are there any Natives still living in North America?  

 

 

 

 

 

 What happened when the first Europeans reached North America after 

Columbus’ discovery? – learn about the battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876 and 

the final defeat of the Native Americans in 1890 at Wounded Knee Creek.  

  Geography 
Where is North America? Locate continent of North America on globe- Google 

Earth. How big is it? What countries does it span?  

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/African_Geography.htm  

Complete an information booklet with facts about the continent of North 

America.  

Locate the different regions in North America. Focus on the plains in the 

Central region and find out about the tribes that inhabited this area- The 

Cheyenne, the Pawnee and the Sioux.  

What is the climate in the Great Plains? What regions does it cover?  

https://www.britannica.com/place/Great-Plains  

Look at the different regions in America  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UiWh8auxwM  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7v3zl5tgKA  

Find out about the Sioux tribe and how they lived in tepees. How did they 

survive? Look at their way of life and how they depended on the buffalo for 

food, clothes, tents and blankets.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tqwz_jSJzCE  

http://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/native-americans  

https://kidskonnect.com/history/native-americans/  

Compare and contrast the way the Native Americans lived with how we live in 

UK today. 

Explore some of the techniques used by Native Americans to catch their food. 

 

Compare and contrast aspects of life within different Native American tribes 

(clothing, houses, customs, traditions) 

 

Research the significance of the totem pole- link to English and History. 

http://www.indians.org/articles/totem-poles.html  

What is the significance of the eagle feather and discuss how this indicated 

respect 

Where ate these people today? Do they still inhabit America? 

 

 

 Art/DT  

Tepee challenge- give children newspaper and tape and work in a group to make own tepee. 

How can we make it strong enough to stand up?  

Paint own mountain scenes using watercolour paints.  

Design own Native American blanket. Paint, collage or weave.  

Make feather necklaces, bags, charm pouches. Children select the materials they feel are 

best for the item.  

Link to Music- make rattles, drums, rain sticks, shakers, pan pipes etc.   

Look at what the tribes wore- design waistcoat and make out of felt/paper. Make moccasins.  

Draw enlarged outline of America and the tribes that live in each area.  

Make large river to go across the lab. Fir trees using tubes and folded paper. Fire- make 

rocks from scrunched up newspaper covered with material, & spray painted. Add tea lights. 

Make buffalo hide stretcher, spit etc.  

 

Art/DT 

Paint symbols for the walls of the tepee and on the tepee.  

Make own mini tepees using branches, card, felt, collage materials. Look at designs for 

the different tribes. Paint pictures of tepees.  

Make large dream catcher to hang. Make individual dream catchers. 

Link to English- make talking sticks.  

Look at various totem poles and their meanings- design individual ones using tubes, paper, 

paint etc. Make large tepee using boxes, large tube. Link to English- story telling. 

Learn hot to weave own baskets using plastic cups, paper plates and wool. 

Make clay coil pots and decorate.  

Make mini canoes using card and decorate with Native American symbols. 

Design and make headdresses. Look at the various designs worn by tribe members.  
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