Dear Year 6 Parents, 
Welcome to Year Six.

I hope you have had a lovely summer.  I know many of you know me; however I would still like to invite you to a meeting where I can show you your child’s classroom and discuss my expectations of the year ahead.  It is also an opportunity for you to ask any questions you may have about Year Six.  This meeting is to be held on Tuesday 9th September at 6pm. However, if you cannot make this meeting I have outlined below what we will be doing over the next term.

This year we are fortunate to receive support from Mrs Quispe and the excellent Mrs Bennett.
As many of you will know there has been a curriculum overhaul that will take effect from September 2014. Year 6 will follow the existing programmes of study for Maths, English and Science until September 2015 when KS2 tests will be reformed.

Literacy lessons continue on a daily basis in Year Six with an emphasis upon developing literacy skills in reading and writing.  This term we are going to cover genres including; poetry, story writing, persuasive writing, biography and autobiography and instruction writing. Throughout these units we are going to look at a variety of authors including, Shakespeare and our class reader ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ by Michelle Magorian. We will regularly work on comprehension skills through our class reader. 
Our numeracy lessons will also take place every day and will further their understanding of numbers and place value, methods of calculation, handling data, using a calculator, shape and space, position, movement and scales, problem solving, number sequences, conversions, fractions, decimals and percentages, and ratio and proportion.  Children will be given the opportunity to use computer programmes within lessons to use and apply their knowledge. We will also develop children’s mental maths techniques through regular mental maths sessions. 
The children will be taught about Interdependence and Adaptation through the term along with completing Science revision sessions. 
ICT will see the children learn to create accurate algorithms and produce their own interactive animations. We will also look at using search engines effectively. 

RE lessons will focus on Judaism in the first half term and we will move on to learn about the Christian religion and its key events during the second half term.  
Music lessons will give the children an opportunity to listen to different types of music, create their own lyrics and perform their songs to the rest of the class. 
Our History topic is World War Two. The children will be inspired by a visitor we have arranged to come in. We will be learning about inspirational leaders, children’s lives during the war and the sacrifices of soldiers. 

We will be learning all about the Americas in our Geography topic during the second half term. 

During art lessons children will be developing their painting skills. The children will carry out preliminary studies and experiment with mixing and matching colours to create atmospheric paintings. In the second half of the term the children will be designing and making Christmas decorations.  

During PSHE lessons the children will learn about self- confidence and their responsibilities. They will also discuss the topic of ‘Keeping Safe’.  
PE is an important part of year 6 life. Children will take part in a range of dance, gymnastics and games activities.  PE is to take place on a Wednesday and Friday. However please ensure you have your child’s kit is in school every day, as these PE slots are subject to change. 
Homework

Your child will be given a homework diary during the first half term. Homework will be sent out at different times throughout the week, your child will write in their homework diary what homework they have been set and when it is due to be handed in. Homework will usually be Literacy, Numeracy or Science based. Topic homework may also be sent home. Expect your child to be given 3 pieces of homework per week. 
Targets

As well as school and class targets your child will get an individual writing and numeracy target. All the targets will be written in your child’s homework book by the end of the second full week. Please encourage your child with their targets during homework activities.  

If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to come in and speak to myself, Miss Quispe or Mrs Bennett. 
Yours faithfully,

Miss Moore
