
Year Four Class Letter 

Autumn Term 2016-2017 
 

Welcome to Year Four! I hope you have had an enjoyable and relaxing summer holiday. Mrs Wylie 

and I are looking forward to an exciting year ahead. You will have an opportunity to meet us, and 

learn more about the forthcoming year at our ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening on Wednesday 7th 

September at 6.00pm.  

 

Most of our work during the Autumn term will be based on themes linked to Ancient Greece and 

studying the European mountainous regions. This term you will have the opportunity to share your 

child’s new found knowledge through our interactive family experience which will take place during 

the week commencing 14/11/2016. This event will be in place of the traditional family assembly and 

further information will follow in due course. 

 

A little bit of housekeeping.... please ensure your child has a water bottle in school which is 

accessible throughout the school day. Painting aprons are also important, please ensure they have 

a clearly labelled painting apron or over-sized old shirt that can be used for messy activities 

throughout the school year that can be kept in their school PE bag at all times. 

 

English 

In English lessons children will develop their reading, writing, drama and speaking and listening 

skills. The topics we will cover throughout the term include stories with historical settings, 

recounts and newspaper reports, stories set in imaginary worlds, creating images through poetry 

and the study of significant authors. The class reader for this term is ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory’ by Roald Dahl, if your child has a copy at home please send it into school for them to use 

during class reader sessions. 

 

Maths 

During Maths lessons children will further their knowledge of place value, decimal numbers, shape, 

time, measure including perimeter, mental arithmetic and statistics, alongside the key skills for 

written and mental methods of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. A large emphasis 

is placed upon children learning their multiplication tables to underpin their mathematical 

progression throughout year 4. They will become more confident with these as the year 

progresses and any extra multiplication work at home will be greatly appreciated. 

 

Science 

The topic for science this half term is states of matter, and we will be learning about the 

properties of solids, liquids and gases, reversible and irreversible changes for the second half 

term we will be learning about animals including humans. 

 

Computing 

ICT is used across the curriculum on a daily basis on both computers and tablets. During 

timetabled Computing sessions the children will be exploring effective presentations whilst 

learning about plagiarism and spam. 

 

Geography 

Geography will take place in the first half term and we will focus on European mountainous regions 

and volcanoes. In particular we will be taking a close look at Mount Vesuvius and the ancient city of 

Pompeii. Children will develop key geographical skills and knowledge within a European theme. 

 

History  

History will be taught in the second half of the term. We will be learning all about Modern and 

Ancient Greece and will develop our sense of chronology and our interpretation and enquiry skills. 

This will include learning about the past and present life in Greece, buildings, sculptures, and 

cuisine.  



 

Music 

Music will be taught through the use of Charanga, our dedicated music learning platform. In 

addition we will also use the expertise of teachers and specialists from the wider school 

community to deliver the music curriculum. 

 

RE 

In the first half term children will be learning about the Hindu religion and in the second half 

term there will be a focus on the role religion plays in families and communities. These units will be 

covered using different artefacts. 

 

Art 

Children will be given the opportunity to develop a number of art skills including printing. We will 

look at a number of notorious artists who use printing to create art. The children will draw 

inspiration from these to create their own interpretations of the works. 

 

DT 

The inspiration for our DT unit of work is our focus on historical stories. We will be learning all 

about lever mechanisms and creating pop-up story books featuring some of our historical stories. 

 

PE 

For our PE unit of work we will be covering gym and basketball. P.E. sessions will take place on a 

Wednesday and Thursday, however due to the outstanding sports provision the school offers 

please ensure your child’s P.E. kit is in school at all times to enable them to make the most of their 

sporting opportunities. 

 

PSHE 

This half term children will learn all about keeping themselves safe and leading a healthy lifestyle. 

In the second half of the term children will learn about bullying and healthy eating. This subject is 

also covered on a daily basis through routines and behaviour.  

 

French 

We will cover the topics of ‘Encore’ and ‘Quelle huere est-il?’ This will be where the children 

refresh there previous language learning and learn how to describe items, objects and people in 

French. 

 

Homework 

Class homework will be sent home on a Friday and should be completed and returned by the 

following Wednesday. Homework is a vital part of our learning journey as it allows the children to 

prepare for future, and consolidate previous learning experiences. Homework will usually feature 

English, Spelling, Maths and another subject. 

 

Finally if you have any queries or concerns, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to come 

in and speak with me or another member of the year Four team at a convenient time. I hope you 

and your children have a fun, enjoyable and high achieving year. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mr. K. Cleland 
 

 


