
 

 

 

Year Four Class Letter 

Spring Term 2016-2017 

 

Welcome Back! I hope you have had an enjoyable and relaxing festive break. We hope you have settled into year four well 

and are enjoying the learning journey so far. The year four class assembly for the spring term will be on Wednesday the 

29
th

 March at 3pm. 

A quick reminder of housekeeping, please ensure your child has a water bottle in school which is accessible throughout the 

school day. Painting aprons are also important, please ensure they have a clearly labelled painting apron or over-sized old 

shirt that can be used for messy activities throughout the school year. This can be kept in their school PE bag or on their 

coat peg at all times. A gentle reminder of PE kits, they need to be in school at all times as PE slots are flexible depending 

on weather and the excellent provision on offer at school. Due to the winter months now being in full flow the children 

may bring a tracksuit for PE to wear during outdoor sessions. If you have not yet returned an allergy letter for your child 

these can be found on the school website and either emailed to Year4@breck.lancs.sch.uk or returned to the school office. 

English 

In English lessons children will develop their reading, writing, drama and speaking and listening skills. The topics we will 

cover throughout the term include creating images through poetry, Stories which raise issues and dilemmas, information 

texts, poetry and persuasive writing. The class reader for this term is ‘The Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo, if your child 

has a copy at home please send it into school for them to use during class reader sessions. 

Maths 

During Maths lessons children will further their knowledge of place value, Roman numerals,  negative numbers, fractions 

and decimals, position and direction of shapes, area, mental and written multiplication, position of 2-D shape, statistics and 

mental arithmetic. All of the above will be alongside the key skills for written and mental methods of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. The Children will also continue to learn their times tables as these are a vital part of 

mathematical progression. 

Science 

The topic for science this half term is electricity, and we will be learning about circuits and the many different components 

which create them. For the second half term we will be learning about Living things and their habitats.  

Computing 

ICT is used across the curriculum on a daily basis on both computers and tablets. During timetabled Computing sessions the 

children will be using ICT to create multimedia presentations, analyse and present data, create further repeating 

procedures using a range of programs, and explore principles of copyright and plagiarism. 

 

Geography 

Geography will again take place in the first half term and we will focus on the continent of Oceania we will study land 

relief, trade links, culture, foods and compare theses to the UK. This topic will provide a cross curricular theme for our 

presentations during ICT and our work on cooking and nutrition within DT during the second half term. 
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History  

History will again be taught in the second half of the term. We will be learning all about the Roman Empire and its impact 

on Britain. We will learn how their values and beliefs shaped our culture and how evidence of Roman rule is still evident 

today. 

Music 

Music will be taught through the use of Charanga, our dedicated music learning platform. Children will this year be learning 

how to use the glockenspiel to play familiar songs. 

RE 

In the first half term children will be learning how Christians practice their faith and in the second half term there will be a 

focus on Sacrifice. These units will be taught through exploration and research alongside visits from members of the 

religious community. 

Art 

During the first half term the children will be given the opportunity to build on their use of textiles in art. The children will 

gain knowledge and inspiration from famous and obscure examples and use these to create their own interpretations of 

the works using the skills and techniques we have learnt. 

DT 

The inspiration for our DT unit of work is our focus on Oceania. We will be looking more closely at Australian and Oceanic 

cuisine. The children will learn vital skills in hygiene, safety and presentation. This unit will include sample tasting sessions 

and an allergy/consent form is needed if it has not yet been returned. 

PE 

PE this term will be based around three areas; dance, outdoor and adventurous activities and net and wall games. During 

dance session the children will continue to develop their fundamental movement skills and perform a range of movements 

and techniques to create sequences. Through outdoor and adventurous activities and challenges the children will develop 

their problem solving and team working abilities. And finally during our net and wall unit the children will have the 

opportunity to improve their tactical decision making and assess their individual performance through reflection and 

assessment. 

PSHE 

This half term children will learn all about themselves family and friends. In the second half of the term children will learn 

about the environment and community. This subject is also covered on a daily basis through routines and behaviour.  

French 

We will cover the topics of ‘Les Fetes’ and ‘Ou vas-tu?’ this will be where the children refresh there previous language 

learning and learn about significant events and occasions of French culture. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Homework 

Class homework will continue to be sent home on a Friday and should be completed and returned by the following 

Wednesday. Homework is a vital part of our learning journey as it allows the children to prepare for future, and 

consolidate previous learning experiences.  

Finally if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to come in and speak with 

me or another member of the year Four team at a convenient time. I hope you and your children continue to have a fun, 

enjoyable year. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr. K. Cleland 

 

 

 


