
 

 
Year 1 Curriculum Overview.  
Please find outlined below an overview of some of the work that we will be covering in each 
subject area this term.   
 

        

       English                                  
We will begin the term by looking at stories with familiar settings and 
will discuss story themes, events and characters. Children will link 
events in stories to personal experiences, and use this as a starting 
point for their writing.  
Non - fiction work this term will focus on writing labels, lists and 
captions linked to our work in other curriculum areas and we will 
learn about the features of Instructions and Non – Fiction Texts. We 
will also write recounts of familiar events, and begin to write a set of 
instructions for an everyday activity. 
We will move on to investigate the sound patterns in poetry and 
investigate rhythm and rhyme.   
 We will undertake lots of exciting practical activities such as role play 
and drama where children will continue to have a wide range of 
opportunities to learn through play and initiate their own learning, 
both to engage children with their learning and build upon their 
experiences and progress in the Foundation stage. 
 
        

       

        

       Maths    
Children will build on the Mathematical understanding they have 
developed in the Foundation Stage and learn to : 

 Read and write numbers  up to and beyond 20 

 Use knowledge of place value to position numbers on a number 
track and number line. 

 Count a set of objects accurately 

 Compare and order numbers  

 Count on or back in ones, twos, fives and tens  

 Develop a range of strategies for adding and subtracting 
including using apparatus such as cubes and counters, counting 
on and back and using a number line. 

 Estimate, measure, weigh and compare objects, choosing and 
using suitable uniform non-standard or standard units and 
measuring instruments  

 Name common 2D and 3D shapes and describe their properties 

 Solve problems and explain reasoning. 
         We will learn important number facts by heart to help us with                        
our mental maths work, including: 

 All pairs of numbers with a total of 10 and addition facts for 
totals to at least 5, doubles of all numbers to at least 10. 
 

 
      

  

Phonics 
 
In Phonics we will continue to work through the phases and discover 
alternative spelling choices from those learned in Reception Class, we 
will then begin to apply this knowledge in our writing. Children will 
learn to read and write more tricky words (words that are not easily 
decodable) on sight in addition to the everyday high frequency words.  

       
                    

        Science         
 
During the first half term our Science topic is ‘Animals Including 
Humans’. We will learn about parts of the human body and our 
senses then compare them to that of an animal’s.  
In the second half of the term we will undertake an investigation 
and develop our skills to work scientifically by measuring, recording 
and analysing the data we collect. 

 

 
      

            
        P.E    
 
P.E sessions are timetabled to take place on Tuesday and Friday each 
week.  However please ensure your child’s full P.E kit is in school at all 
times during the week as activities may also take place at other times.  
Over the year children will undertake P.E units focusing on games, 
dance, gym and athletics. They will develop their expertise in basic 
fundamental skills such as catching and throwing to later enhance 
their performance in team games and other key areas.  
 

       

                        Computing      
 
In Computing we will cover basic programming, learn how to create 
digital images and videos, organise data in the form of graphs and 
pictograms and discuss e-safety issues such as cyberbullying and 
how to stay safe online.  
In addition to work in our weekly computing sessions children will be 
provided with opportunities to use computers, iPads and other 
technology in the classroom on a daily basis to support and enhance 
their learning in all curriculum areas. 
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      Geography 

 

In Geography we will be focusing on key geographical skills, such as 
using globes, maps and plans and we will develop our understanding 
of our location in relation to the wider community and surrounding 
towns. 
This knowledge will feed in to the further units where the children 
consider countries in the UK, then Europe.  

 

                 

         History   
 
Our History work in the Autumn term will be about toys in the 
past and children will develop their understanding of old and 
new, past and present by investigating, sorting and 
describing modern toys and toys from the past.   

 
       

                         Design Technology     
 

Design Technology focuses on developing children’s understanding of 
the design, make, review process and developing key skills  in relation 
to building structures, making mechanisms and food technology. 

In the Autumn term we will learn how to use mechanisms such as 
sliders and levers to make moving pictures. 

 

                 

         Art and Design      
 
This term we will consider the technique of collage. We will research 
famous artist from this style, and aim to recreate our own 
masterpieces! The children will develop their skills with scissors and 
appreciate contrasting and coordinating colours.  

 
       

                         Music   
 

The children will regularly listen to and appraise a particular style of 
music. They will begin to discuss various features of a piece of music 
such as tempo or rhythm and identify the instrument in the 
arrangement. They will also have opportunities to play various 
instruments and perform to each other.  

                 

         Religious Education   
 
This year we will learn about different religions including 
Christianity, Buddhism and Islam. 
Initially we will focus on Buddhism, and make comparisons to 
Christianity which will then be covered in the second part of the 
term.  The children will learn some of the stories told about God and 
Jesus including the Nativity story and what Christians celebrate and 
remember at Christmas.  
 

 
 
 
The Creative Lab and the Pod 
 
Groups of children from infant classes will continue to work in the creative lab each morning 
with Mrs Fielding and Mrs Clarkson and groups of Reception and Year 1 children will work in 
the pod each day with Ms O’Toole.  
The creative lab continues to impact on children’s learning immensely and offers a wealth of 
opportunities for children to learn creatively and continues to support and enhance the 
learning experiences that they receive in the classrooms.   
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