
 

 

Beech Class Spring Term Letter         
 

           January 2018 
Dear Parents,  
Welcome back and I hope that you have all had a wonderful Christmas and are looking forward to the year 
ahead.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Books      
Your child will read at least twice a week in school, and their reading books will be changed as appropriate 
throughout the week. They will read on a one to one basis and as part of a guided reading group. Please 
ensure that your child’s reading book and reading record are in school every day as reading may take place 
on different days each week and this will enable us to change your child’s book regularly. Please support 
your child in developing their reading skills by continuing to listen to them read on a regular basis, if 
possible every day.  Please write in the diary when your child has read, where they are up to and record 
any comments on their progress or any difficulties they have experienced as this will help us to monitor 
progress.   
Homework   
This will start the first week back and your child will continue to receive homework each week on a Friday. 
This should be completed and returned to school by the following Wednesday and placed in the 
homework box in the classroom for marking. 
Homework activities are planned to support and reinforce the work that your child has been undertaking 
in class. It is therefore important for children to complete and return the activities set each week. We do 
appreciate your support in helping them to do this. 
A few General Reminders: 
We encourage children to drink water throughout the day to stay hydrated and to aid learning, please 
ensure your child has a named water bottle (containing water only please) in school each day to enable 
them to drink regularly.   
Please also ensure that your child has a waterproof coat in school every day as we try to go outside at 
playtimes even if it is raining slightly.   
Please could we remind parents to ensure that all of your child’s belongings are clearly labelled with their 
name. Labelling of all school items is vital so that any misplaced items can be returned to your child. This 
includes snacks/snack boxes, water bottles and book bags.  
We hope that the above information is useful, however if you have any further queries or concerns at any 
time please do not hesitate to speak to us. As a school we have an open door policy and staff are always 
available to talk to you regarding any queries or concerns you may have at any time throughout the year.   
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Mrs Warburton, Miss Garrett & Mrs Kellett.  
         

        
                    

  Important Dates for Beech Class this Term:        

     
 
Class Trip:  Tuesday 23rd January  
Beech Class Assembly: Wednesday 21st February 
Parents Evening:  Tuesday 6th & Thursday 8th March 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Year 1 Curriculum Overview.  
Please find outlined below an overview of some of the work that we will be covering in each subject area 
this term.   
 
 
 
        

       English                                  
We will begin the term by looking at traditional tales and fairy stories. 
We will discuss story themes, events and characters. Children will use 
familiar stories to annotate and then continue to practise their own 
story writing skills. We will then move on to looking at stories from 
other cultures, where children can discuss their similarities and 
differences. 
 
Non - fiction work this term will focus on information texts linked to 
our History topic of ‘Homes in the Past.’ We will also introduce some 
dictionary work.  
 
We will undertake lots of exciting practical activities such as role play 
and drama where children will continue to have a wide range of 
opportunities to learn through play and initiate their own learning, 
both to engage children with their learning and build upon their 
experiences and progress in the Foundation stage. 
 
        

       

        

       Maths    
Children will build on the Mathematical understanding they have 
developed in the Foundation Stage and learn to : 

 Read and write numbers  up to and beyond 20 

 Use knowledge of place value to position numbers on a number 
track and number line. 

 Count a set of objects accurately 

 Compare and order numbers  

 Count on or back in ones, twos, fives and tens  

 Understand multiplication as repeated addition and discuss 
division as sharing between 2 and 4.  

 Estimate, measure, weigh and compare objects, choosing and 
using suitable uniform non-standard or standard units and 
measuring instruments  

 Name common 2D and 3D shapes and describe their properties 

 Solve problems and explain reasoning. 
         We will learn important number facts by heart to help us with                        
our mental maths work, including: 

 All pairs of numbers with a total of 10 and addition facts for 
totals to at least 5, doubles of all numbers to at least 10. 
 

 
      

  

Phonics 
 
In Phonics we will continue to work through the phases and discover 
alternative spelling choices from those learned in Reception Class, we 
will then begin to apply this knowledge in our writing. Children will 
learn to read and write more tricky words (words that are not easily 
decodable) on sight in addition to the everyday high frequency words.  

       
                    

        Science         
 
During the first half term our Science topic is ‘Seasonal Change’. We 
will further develop our skills to work scientifically by measuring, 
recording and analysing the weather data we collect.  
In the second half of the term our topic will be ‘Everyday Materials’ 
which will be linked to our History topic – Homes, and DT topic – 
Structures. The children will plan and design an investigation to find 
the most suitable material for a roof.  
 

 

 
      

            
        P.E    
 
P.E. sessions are timetabled to take place on Wednesday and Friday 
each week. However please ensure your child’s full P.E kit is in school 
at all times during the week as activities may also take place at other 
times.  
Over the year children will undertake P.E. units focusing on games, 
dance, gym and athletics. They will develop their expertise in basic 
fundamental skills such as catching and throwing to later enhance 
their performance in team games and other key areas.  
 

       

                        Computing      
 
In Computing over the year we will cover basic programming, learn 
how to create digital images and videos, organise data in the form 
of graphs and pictograms and discuss e-safety issues such as cyber 
bullying and how to stay safe online.  
In addition to work in our weekly computing sessions children will be 
provided with opportunities to use computers, iPads and other 
technology in the classroom on a daily basis to support and enhance 
their learning in all curriculum areas. 
 

 
 



 

 

       

      Geography 

 

In Geography we will be focusing on key geographical skills, such as 
using globes, maps and plans and we will develop our understanding 
of our location in relation to the wider community and surrounding 
towns. 
This knowledge will feed in to the further units where the children 
consider countries in the UK, then Europe.  

 

                 

         History   
 
Our History work in the Spring term will be about homes in the past 
and children will develop their understanding of old and new, past 
and present by investigating and describing a variety of homes, their 
features and furnishings. We will also have the opportunity to visit a 
Victorian cottage on our trip to Lancaster mid-January.  

 
       

                         Design Technology     
 

Design Technology focuses on developing children’s understanding of 
the design, make, review process and developing key skills in relation 
to building structures, making mechanisms and food technology. 

In the Spring term we will design and build a stable structure in the 
form of a Victorian house.  

 

                 

         Art and Design      
 
This term we will focus on 3D art. We will research famous artist 
from this style, and aim to recreate our own masterpieces!  

 
       

                         Music   
 

The children will regularly listen to and appraise a particular style of 
music. They will begin to discuss various features of a piece of music 
such as tempo or rhythm and identify the instrument in the 
arrangement. They will also have opportunities to play various 
instruments and perform to each other.  

                 

         Religious Education   
 
This year we will learn about different religions including 
Christianity, Buddhism and Islam. 
Initially we will focus on Buddhism, and make comparisons to 
Christianity which will then be covered in the second part of the 
term. The children will learn some of the stories told about God and 
Jesus including the Nativity story and what Christians celebrate and 
remember at Christmas and Easter.  
 

 
 
The Creative Lab and the Pod 
 
Groups of children from infant classes will continue to work in the Creative Lab regularly with Mr Halliwell 
and Miss O’Toole and groups of Reception and Year 1 children will also work in the pod each day.  
The Creative Lab and Pod continue to impact on children’s learning immensely and offer a wealth of 
opportunities for children to learn creatively and these provisions continue to support and enhance the 
learning experiences that they receive in the classrooms.   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


