
 

 
 
 

Welcome to Year 5 
Friday 1st September 2017 

 
Hello and welcome back to all parents and pupils of Year 5. I hope you’ve all 
had a fantastic holiday and that the children are raring to go for another 
exciting year at Breck.  
 
This letter is intended to briefly outline for you the diverse range of topics we 
will be covering over the forthcoming term and to let you know of any 
changes and events relevant to Year 5. 
 
Staffing – Once again this year Miss Taylor will be providing teaching 
support in Year 5 and will be working with children of all abilities and assist in 
maintaining the high standards that are expected of upper juniors.  
 
Homework – children will receive homework every Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday. Tasks will initially be based on work carried out in class and may be 
used to consolidate or extend learning. Each piece of work will include an 
indication of the length of time that should be spent on the task and numeracy 
questions will also be accompanied by an example that clearly explains the 
strategy to be used. In addition to this the children will be given multiplication 
tables and number sequencing tasks throughout the year. 
Homework exercise books will be collected in each Monday for marking and 
then returned with Tuesday’s homework. Please could you make sure that this 
book is covered in order to cope with any wear and tear. By Year 5 the 
children do not receive a reading record as they have become confident 
independent readers -where this isn’t the case and further support is needed a 
record will be provided and monitored. 
 
Much of our work over the autumn term will be based on themes relating to 
South-East Asia culminating in a family assembly, where children will share 
their learning experiences with their parents. 
 
Geography (map skills)- we will be investigating the sheer enormity and 
diversity of the world in which we live through the study of maps, atlases and 
globes. A key focus will be the human geography of the countries of Asia 
(populations, industries, news and lifestyles).  Comparisons will be made 
between places in Europe and Asia, we will plan journeys around Asia and find 
out about world time zones (linked to our studies in numeracy). 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Computing (being safe online and programming)- the children will began 
the year learning about appropriate forms of behaviour online, including their 
own conduct and understanding how to report concerns that they may have 
when using the internet to interact with others. Following this they will begin 
to use the app ‘Hopscotch’ to delve into more complex programming language 
, building on coding skills learnt in lower Key Stage 2.. 
 
DT (cooking and nutrition)–the children will be investigating the many 
different cuisines and diets of Asia and then make noodles and design their 
own ‘sushi-styled’ platters. As part of this theme the children will study the 
work of television presenters and then present their own cooking 
demonstration (linked to our work in literacy). 
 
Art (printing)- The starting point for this term’s work will be The Great Wave 
by Katsushika Hokusai. The children will develop their skills using monotype 
and intaglio techniques to create individual prints and then contribute to a 
class composition. Please could each child bring in an old shirt/t-shirt from 
home to use in art class and keep in school for the duration of the year. An 
adult shirt or one belonging to an older brother or sister is ideal to provide 
maximum protection!  
 
French (describing artists work)-The art of Ando Hiroshige will be the focal 
point of our work in French. The children will be describing the objects they 
can see and what those objects and characters are doing in several of pieces of 
Hiroshige’s work. 
 
R.E. -The children will be finding out about Buddhist teachings from key texts 
and will question what can be learned from studying these sacred stories. Then 
in the second half of the term making comparisons between the different 
versions of the Christmas story, as it is shown in the different gospels. 
 
History (Anglo-Saxons)-We will be looking at what was happening in Asia 
during the Anglo-Saxon period; however our main focus will be what 
happened after the Romans left Britain and settlers arrived from elsewhere in 
Europe. As part of this work the children will simulate life in a village, 
negotiating and working together to overcome the dilemmas faced by the 
people at the time. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Science- (Life Cycles in plants and humans) Initially we will be studying the 
reproductive cycle of plants, examining each of the stages in detail. Following 
this we will look at the human timeline, the changes we go through on our 
journey of life and makes comparisons to the timelines of animals and other 
creatures. 
 
Music- Ukulele sessions will continue each Friday during the Autumn Term. 
Any children that have their own ukuleles are welcome to bring them into 
school on the Friday morning. 
 
P.E.- will take place each Monday and  Friday, though I would request that kit 
is brought to school each Monday and taken home each Friday – this will 
enable us to be more flexible and so make the most of any opportunity that 
may arise to go outdoors.  
 
Swimming- swimming lessons will commence on Thursday 14th September 
and continue for the remainder of the term. Any parents who would prefer to 
pick their children up from the pool or allow their child to walk home directly 
must let me know in writing and in advance. Could all parents please complete 
the attached slip. 
 
On Wednesday 27th September we will be going on a day visit to Waddecar 
Scout Camp- further details will follow and be forwarded on to you all next 
week. 
 
I hope that this letter gives a clear picture of the term ahead. I will deal with 
other matters such as our targets for the year ahead and be available to answer 
any questions at the ‘Year Ahead’ parent/teacher meeting on Wednesday 
6th September at 6.00p.m. Alternatively if you have any concerns or just 
want to call in to say hello, contact me any time at school. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mr. Hesketh & Mr. Rosebury 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I …………………………… give permission for my 
child…………………………… to attend swimming lessons at Poulton 
YMCA each Thursday, commencing Thursday 14th September 2017. 
 
Please choose one of the following options: 
 
    I would like to pick up my child at the pool (3.15pm). 
 
    I would like my child to walk home directly from the pool. 
 
    I would like my child to return to school. 
 
 
 
 
Signed  ………………………….   
Date      ………………………… 
 


