
 

 

Elm Class Autumn Term Letter         
 

           September 2018 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome to Elm Class and Year 2.  I hope that you have all had a wonderful summer break 
and that you and your child are looking forward to the exciting year ahead.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Year 2 Team: 
Class Teacher: Mrs K. Coates. 
Teaching Assistant: Mrs S. Murphy (Higher Level Teaching Assistant) 
PPA Cover will be delivered by Mrs T. Murray (Higher Level Teaching Assistant) 
 
The Year 2 Curriculum. 
We will be taking a thematic approach to the delivery of the curriculum in Year 2 this year.  
This will involve teaching a range of different curriculum subjects through an identified topic 
that allows children to make links between the different subjects and to develop, use and 
apply key skills in a range of different contexts.  We plan to cover a new topic / theme each 
half term.  Our first topic this year will be ‘The Place Where We Live’.  The topic for the 
second half of the autumn term is entitled ‘Fighting Fit’ 
 
The Place Where We Live 
This topic will focus on developing children’s knowledge and understanding of the local area 
including the area of their home, the school and Poulton and the surrounding areas. 
Learning in History, Geography, Art and Design, Computing, PSHE, Music, Literacy and 
Maths will be delivered through this topic.  Other subjects will be taught discretely as 
appropriate.  This first topic will link closely with the celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
Breck School this year 
 
Fighting Fit 
This topic will be led by Science, PE and PSHE and linked to the human body, health and 
growth. 
 

        

                    

             Important Dates for Elm Class this Term:        

     
Meet the Teacher:  Wednesday 5th September 6pm 
This will provide you with the opportunity to meet with the staff that will be working with your 
child this year.  You will receive information about the Year 2 curriculum and an overview of the 
term and the year ahead.   We will also be able to answer any questions you may have at the 
beginning of the new school year. 
 

Parents Evening: Monday 15th October 

 



 

 

Please find outlined below an overview of some of the work 
that we will be covering in our first term 
 
 

 

English                                  
Texts for English work will be chosen to link closely to our 
topics and in the Autumn first half term will be about home 
and family, school and community linked to learning about 
‘The Place Where We Live.’ 
We will begin the term by looking at stories with familiar 
settings and will discuss story themes, events and 
characters. Children will use known stories as a basis for 
planning and developing their own imaginative narrative 
writing. 
We will also learn about the features of non-chronological 
reports and write our own reports linked to learning in our 
topic. 
In Poetry work we will look at poems based on a theme; 
linked to school and community; perform poems and write 
our own poems. 
In the second half term we will look at traditional tales and 
instructions.  
All English work will focus on the continued development of 
children’s speaking and listening, reading and writing skills. 
Key skills we will work on developing in addition to pupils 
own individual writing targets are, planning for writing, use 
of vocabulary and punctuation, strategies for spelling and 
editing and improving our own work. 

Maths    
 

Children will build on the Mathematical knowledge and 
understanding they have developed in Year 1.   
In the autumn term we will cover Maths topics on Place 
value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division 
and measures. 
We will initially focus on consolidating children’s 
understanding of the number system and place value. We 
will undertake lots of counting and sequencing activities 
and partition 2 digit numbers into tens and ones in different 
ways.  This work will support children in developing further 
strategies to add and subtract numbers both using simple 
written methods and mentally. We will further our 
understanding of the concepts of multiplication and division 
and be able to solve different types of problems including 
the four operations. 
We will look at measures in the context of money and apply 
our understanding from the place value and addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division topics to solve 
problems involving money. 

Science        

Learning in Science during the autumn term will be linked 
to our second topic ‘Fighting Fit’. We will learn about what 
humans need to grow, survive and stay healthy. 
 
 

Computing       
In computing children will use information technology to 
create, manage and manipulate digital content.  They will 
record pictures, sound and videos and use simple software 
to edit these. 
In the second half term we will focus on digital literacy and 
learn about different forms of electronic communication 
such as emails and blogs.   Throughout both units children 
will learn about how to use technology safely and 
responsibly. 

P.E    

P.E sessions are timetabled to take place on Monday and 
Thursday each week.  However please ensure your child’s 
full P.E kit is in school at all times during the week as P.E 
sessions and other physical activities may also take place at 
other times.  
Over the year children will undertake P.E units focusing on 
games, dance, gym and athletics.  They will continue to 
develop their expertise in the fundamental skills of 
movement and travelling, stability and balance and 
manipulative skills such as throwing, catching and striking.  
During the Autumn first half term we will cover gym and 
net and wall games. 

PSHE 
During the year we will cover age appropriate topics related 
to the areas of rights and responsibilities, relationships and 
feelings and emotions.  We will begin the year by thinking 
about our class values, friendship and our own 
personalities, interests and goals. 
We will also enjoy a visit from the life education bus during 
September to enhance our learning in this subject area. 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Geography 
Geography will form the starting point for beginning our 
first topic ‘The Place Where We live’.  Children will find out 
about the natural and physical geography of the school 
environment and the local area using photographs, maps 
(including electronic maps) and by undertaking fieldwork. 

History   
We will learn about local history and significant places in 
our own locality.  This will include studying the history of 
the school and of Poulton and the surrounding area.  
Children will ask and answer questions about the place 
where they live now and in the past.  They will use sources 
to find out what life was like in the past and identify 
similarities and differences between now and then. 

Design Technology     

Design Technology focuses on developing children’s 
understanding of the design, make, review process and in 
developing key skills in relation to building structures, 
making mechanisms and food technology.  In the Autumn 
term we will cover two units of Art and Design and design 
technology will be covered in the Spring Term. 

Art and Design      

Art and design work linked to ‘The Place Where We Live’ 
will focus on developing children’s skills of observational 
drawing to record features of the local area, including 
buildings and other local landmarks.  These drawings will 
then form the basis for print work and children will use a 
variety of different mediums and materials to create 
printed patterns and pictures. 
In the second half term Art will again focus on figure 
drawing and proportion when learning about the features 
of human and animal bodies through our topic ‘Fighting fit’.  
This will then form the basis for creating 3D clay sculptures 
of figures. 

Music 

Music teaching follows an approach which allows children 
to develop their skills in the interrelated aspects of music 
of; pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture 
and structure through listening to, discussing and exploring, 
learning and then performing a different song/songs each 
half term.  This half term we will focus on a songs and music 
related to friendship and in the second half term music will 
be linked to learning songs for our Christmas performance. 

 

Religious Education  
This year we will learn about different religions including 
Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Sikh Dharam. 
Learning in RE is focused on exploring the answers that 
different religions offer to key questions and what 
children’s own responses to these questions are. The 
questions for the autumn term are ‘Does how we treat the 
world matter?’ and ‘Should I be a light in the World?’ 
In the Autumn term we will focus on Christianity and move 
on to look at a range of other religions later in the year. 

 

 

 
 

Reading 
Your child will be heard read regularly in school, and their 
reading books will be changed as appropriate during these 
sessions. They will read on a one to one basis and as part of 
a guided reading group with either the class teacher or 
teaching assistant.  
Please ensure that your child’s reading book and reading 
record are in school every day as reading may take place on 
different days each week and this will enable us to change 
your child’s book regularly. Please support your child in 
developing their reading skills by continuing to listen to 
them read on a regular basis, if possible every day.  Please 
write in the diary when your child has read and record any 
comments on their progress or any difficulties they have 
experienced as this will help us to monitor your child’s 
progress.   

Homework 
Your child will receive homework each week on a Friday. 
This should be completed and returned to school by the 
following Tuesday and placed in the homework box in the 
classroom for marking. 
Homework will be presented in different forms throughout 
the year but will usually consist of tasks linked to the 
following subject areas: 

 Maths 

 English  

 Topic work 
Homework activities are planned to support and reinforce 
the work that your child has been undertaking in class. It is 
therefore important for children to complete and return the 
activities set each week and we appreciate your support in 
helping them to do this. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Creative Lab  
Groups of children from infant classes will continue to work in the creative with Mr Halliwell 
and Miss O’ Toole.   
The theme for the creative lab this term is ‘Mexico’.  The experiences that children are 
offered in the lab will continue to support and enhance the learning experiences that they 
receive in their year group classrooms.   
 
A few General Requests/Reminders: 
 
Painting Aprons 
Please can parents provide their child with a named painting apron (an old adult sized t-shirt 
is ideal) to protect their uniform during messy activities.  Please could you send this into 
school in a plastic bag so that this can be stored in the classroom.  
Water bottles 
We encourage children to drink water throughout the day to stay hydrated and to aid 
learning, please ensure your child has a named water bottle; containing water only please; 
in school each day to enable them to drink regularly.   
Coats 
Please also ensure that your child has a waterproof coat in school every day as we try to go 
outside at playtimes even if it is raining.   
Labelling 
Please could we remind parents to ensure that all of your child’s belongings are clearly 
labelled with their name.  Labelling of all school items is vital so that any misplaced items 
can be returned to your child.  This includes snacks/snack boxes, water bottles and book 
bags.  
 
 

We hope that the above information has been useful in informing you about our first term 
in Elm class.  If you have any further queries or concerns at any time please do not hesitate 
to speak to myself or any member of the Year 2 team.  As a school we have an open door 
policy and staff are always available to talk to you regarding any queries or concerns you 
may have at any time throughout the year.   
 
We are thoroughly looking forward to sharing this year with your children and seeing them 
continue to grow, develop and progress to achieve their full potential. 
 
We hope that both you and your child have a very enjoyable year in Elm class. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs K. Coates  
         

 


