
 

Autumn Term Oak Class 2018: Theme... 

‘I am Special’ 
Ideas for Adult led activities- planning also comes from 

children’s ideas. See Continuous provision plan 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional development 

(PSED) 

I am special…. Use Magic Box. Have mirror inside. Play game –tell children 

there is something really special in the box, children look in the box but 

can’t say what they have seen. 

Formulate positive class rules together – make up classroom 

signs/pictures to emphasise them. 

Play game "hide and seek”, with classroom objects to familiarise 

themselves with the classroom areas. 

Play circle games and matching games to emphasise turn-taking. 

Explore stories about caring for each other through role-play, small world 

and puppetry. 

Read stories to develop caring and sharing- ‘Sharing a Shell’ by Julia 

Donaldson.  

Talk about feelings. How would you feel if you saw a big box with a bow on 

it in your room?” How would you feel if you fell down and tore your new 

trousers?” “How would you feel if a big dog barked at you?” “How would 

you feel if a friend took your toy?”  

 

 

 

Communication and Language (CL) 

Talk about their likes/dislikes,  e.g. favourite food, colour etc. Share 

their ‘All about Me’ bags with the class.  

Talk about their family and who is special to them and why. 

Set up role- play area as a house to develop communication skills and 

re-enact familiar situations. 

Small world area- dolls house to re-enact familiar situations in the 

home.  

Circle Time sessions to develop speaking and listening in front of a 

large group. Play co-operative games to get to know each other and 

develop sharing and turn-taking skills.  

   

 

Physical Development (PD) 

Make faces using play dough and small parts, e.g. buttons, pipe 

cleaners, beads, wool etc. Use Light box to make faces. 

Move in different ways and on stop signal put different body 

parts on the floor/in the air etc. 

Play starting and stopping on a signal games 

Explore ways of travelling using different body parts (feet only, 

hands/feet, tummies, etc.) 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

Draw faces using pencil and marker pens for ‘Wall of Identity’ 

display.  

Draw family and describe and stick inside house made of lolly 

sticks.  

Sing songs-Head, shoulders, knees & toes, What shall I do with 

my whole body? (tune drunken sailor) “1 finger, 1 thumb”, 

“Tommy Thumb”, “Clap your hands and wiggle your fingers”, “If 

you’re happy and you know it clap your hands”, ‘Our body’ from 

musical playground.com   

Clap syllables in children’s names and make into patterns over a 

steady beat. 

Play ‘Pass the Tambour round the ring’. (tune of London Bridge) 

Explore different ways of making sounds with musical 

instruments. 

Explore tools for painting; brushes, rollers, sponges, rags and 

fingers, use these tools to print patterns. 

 

Understanding the World (UW) 

 My Home- explore different rooms in the house. What 

items go where? Act out different scenarios and talk 

about events that go on in each room, e.g birthday party’s, 

tea party’s etc.  

Explore the senses by listening and matching sounds that 

you would hear in different rooms in the house. 

Use magnifying glasses to investigate textures and make 

observations.  

Daily routines- getting ready for school, brushing teeth 

etc. -order picture cards. 

 

 

Literacy (L) 

Listen to familiar stories related to themes the children are 

interested in, e.g The Gruffalo, Dad, The Tiger woho came to 

TeaTea, Owl Babies, Sharing a Shell. 

Read story ‘Only One You’ and ‘You be You’ by Linda Kranz. Link to 

PSED and EAD. Paint own fish for display.  

Read ‘The Kissing Hand’ by Audrey Penn. 

Form letters in name correctly using pens, paints, sand. 

Practise writing name using a variety of materials, e.g. rainbow 

colours, marker pens, chalks, finger paint etc.  

Fishing for letters- use fishing rods to catch letters and match to 

alphabet chart. 

 

Mathematics (M) 

 Measure and compare heights of children, use ribbon to show heights. Who 

is the tallest?  

Practise forming numbers in sand, glitter, paint, chalk etc. 

Counting candles on cakes, people in houses, etc. Match numbers to sets of 

objects.  

Number recognition- play fishing for numbers and match digits.  

 


