
 

 

Elm Class Spring Term Letter         
 

           January 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents/carers,  
 
I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas break.  The children have all come back into school 
and settled wonderfully after the holidays.  They are all working hard and are excited to start 
our new topic this term.  What a great start to the year in Elm class! 
 
Please find below information about the term ahead in Year 2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Year 2 Curriculum. 
We will continue with the thematic approach to the delivery of the curriculum in Year 2 this 
term.  Our topic for the first half term will be ‘Explorers’ and for the second half term it will 
be ‘The Farm’. 
 
Explorers 
This topic will focus on developing children’s knowledge and understanding of what an 
explorer is and about significant people in History who have made important journeys or 
discoveries. Learning in History, Geography, Design Technology, Computing, Music and 
Literacy will be linked to this topic.  Other subjects will be taught discretely as appropriate.   
 
The Farm 
This topic will be led by curriculum content in Science and Design technology, with Maths, 
Computing and PSHE linked closely to this.  The focus of the topic will be on learning about 
plant and animal growth, the use of plants as food and how other food products such as eggs 
and milk are produced.  We will link this to thinking about healthy eating and food choices, 
evaluating different foods and then planning and producing a simple food product of our own.   
 
Please find outlined below an overview which provides more detail about the learning that 
will take place in each curriculum area during the spring term. 

 
 
 
 
 

        

                    

             Important Dates for Elm Class this Term:        

     
Elm Class Assembly:   Wednesday 20th March 
 
Parents Evenings:   Tuesday 5th March and Thursday 8th March 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

English                                  
Texts for English work will again be chosen to link closely to our topics.   During the explorer topic we will read stories with 
the theme of exploring and adventure and use these to plan and write our own adventure stories. We will read books by the 
same author and compare these to each other.  We will also read a range of different styles of information texts to help us 
learn about famous explorers and then use what we have learned to write non chronological reports. 
We will continue to develop our reading comprehension skills and learn how to provide written answers to givens question 
about what we have read. 
In the second half term we will look at stories with familiar settings and use these as basis for developing our own ideas for 
characters and settings and using these to plan and write our own stories.  We will learn about what persuasive writing is and 
produce leaflets and posters designed to persuade the reader.  Poetry work will be poems in the style of riddles.   
All English work will focus on the continued development of children’s speaking and listening, reading and writing skills. 
Key skills we will work on developing in addition to pupils own individual writing targets are, planning for writing, use of 
vocabulary and punctuation, strategies for spelling and editing and improving our own work. 

Maths    
 

In the Autumn term teaching and learning in Maths was focused on developing children’s knowledge and understanding in 
the areas of place value and addition and subtraction. 
To begin the spring term we will practise applying this understanding to solve addition and subtraction problems in different 
contexts such as measures and money.  We will then move on to focus on the concepts of multiplication and division, 
developing our understanding of what these mean and learning different strategies to solve problems involving them. We will 
think about the best methods for solving different types of problems and be able to select from these appropriately to solve 
problems including the four operations. 
In the second half of the Spring term we will cover statistics, properties of shape and fractions. 
Science        

Learning in Science during the spring term will be linked to our 
second topic ‘The Farm’. We will learn about what plants need 
to grow, survive and stay healthy and how eating a balanced 
diet contributes to keeping ourselves healthy and helping us 
grow. 

PSHE 
During the year we will cover age appropriate topics related 
to the areas of rights and responsibilities, relationships and 
feelings and emotions.  We will begin by focusing on 
feelings and emotions including how our behaviour can 
affect how others feel and ways to resolve conflicts and 
disagreements with friends. 

P.E    

P.E sessions are timetabled to take place on Monday and 
Thursday each week.  However please ensure your child’s full 
P.E kit is in school at all times during the week as P.E sessions 
and other physical activities may also take place at other times.  
Over the year children will undertake P.E units focusing on 
games, dance, gym and athletics.  During the spring term we will 
cover dance and striking and fielding skills in games. 

Computing       
Computing during the first half term will focus on 
programming and we will use different technology, apps 
and software to learn how to give commands that create a 
simple program. We will also learn about debugging. 
In the second half term we will learn how to use different 
programs to sort and display information that we collect.  
Throughout both units children will continue to learn about 
how to use technology safely and responsibly. 

History   
History will form the starting point for our first topic of 
Explorers. We will learn about significant explorers in both the 
past and present, including where they explored, when, why, 
what they discovered and what impact this has had. We will 
think about what it is that makes a person ‘significant’ in 
History.  Children will use a variety of different sources to help 
them investigate the past and answer questions. 

 
 

Geography 
Geography will be closely linked to learning in History. 
We will learn about the places that famous explorers have 
been to and locate these on maps, globes and in atlases. 
We will identify the world’s 5 oceans and 7 continents and 
be able to name and locate these on a map of the world. 
We will also learn about a small area in a contrasting 
country that is not in Europe and investigate questions such 
as what is it like to live in this place? How is it similar to and 
different from where we live? 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design Technology     

In the first half term the focus will be on mechanisms and 
children will learn how wheels and axles work.  They will 
learn focused skills that allow them to make wheel and axle 
mechanisms using construction kits, tubes, dowels, reels etc.  
The outcome will be linked to the explorer topic with children 
using the skills and techniques they have learned to make a 
wheeled vehicle that an explorer of a given terrain could use. 

In the second half term we will focus on food technology 
linked to our ‘Farm’ topic.  Children will design and make a 
simple food product linked to the ‘Eatwell plate’. 

Religious Education  
Learning in RE is focused on exploring the answers that 
different religions offer to key questions and what 
children’s own responses to these questions are.  
The questions for the spring term are ‘Does worship help 
people?’ and ‘Does worship have to happen in a special 
place or at a special time?’ We will learn what the 
religions of Judaism and Islam think about these questions 
and how this is represented in how they worship and 
compare this to what other religions believe and what we 
think ourselves. 

Music 

Music teaching follows an approach which allows children to 
develop their skills in the interrelated aspects of music of; 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture and 
structure through listening to, discussing and exploring, 
learning and then performing a different song/songs each 
half term.  This half term we will focus on songs and styles of 
music from other countries as we learn about explorers. 

Art and Design      

Art and design work will take place during our second topic, 
‘The Farm’.  Work will link closely to learning about foods; 
particularly fruits and vegetables; in Science.  Children will 
use observational skills to produce sketches and paintings.  
They will experiment with using different types of pencils 
and paints, brushes of different sizes, and with colour 
mixing to produce different effects. 

Reading 
Your child will be heard read regularly in school, and their 
reading books will be changed as appropriate during these 
sessions. They will read on a one to one basis and as part of a 
guided reading group with either the class teacher or teaching 
assistant.  
Please ensure that your child’s reading book and reading 
record are in school every day as reading may take place on 
different days each week and this will enable us to change 
your child’s book regularly. Please support your child in 
developing their reading skills by continuing to listen to them 
read on a regular basis, if possible every day.  Please write in 
the diary when your child has read and record any comments 
on their progress or any difficulties they have experienced as 
this will help us to monitor your child’s progress.   

Homework 
Your child will receive homework each week on a Friday. 
This should be completed and returned to school by the 
following Tuesday and placed in the homework box in the 
classroom for marking. 
Homework will be presented in different forms throughout 
the year but will usually consist of tasks linked to the 
following subject areas: 

 Maths 

 English  

 Topic work 
Homework activities are planned to support and reinforce 
the work that your child has been undertaking in class. It is 
therefore important for children to complete and return 
the activities set each week and we appreciate your 
support in helping them to do this. 

 

The Creative Lab  
Groups of children from infant classes will continue to work in the creative lab each week.  As 
previously this will be a different group of children each week.   We have re organised the 
groups for the spring term so that children will benefit from working with a range of different 
children in the lab across the year.    
 
We hope that the above information has been useful in informing you about the spring term 
in Elm class.  If you have any further queries or concerns at any time please do not hesitate 
to speak to myself or any member of the Year 2 team.    
 
Yours sincerely 
Mrs K. Coates  


