
 

 

Elm Class Summer Term Letter         
 

           April 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents/carers,  
 
I hope you have all had a lovely Easter break and are ready for a busy and fun filled last term 
in Year 2. 
 
Please find below information about the term ahead in Year 2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Year 2 Team 
During the summer term we will have a number of Initial Teacher Training Students 
undertaking their final teaching placements in school.  Miss Byrne – Fraser will be undertaking 
her final placement in Elm class for the duration of the summer term.  She will teach the class 
alongside myself and Mrs Murphy and we are thrilled to have her back with us as part of the 
Year 2 team. 
 
The Year 2 Curriculum. 
The topic for the first half term of the summer term is  ‘The Wind in the Willows’ and for the 
second half term it will be ‘Buckets and Spades’. 
 
The Wind in the Willows 
This topic is based around the classic children’s story, ‘The Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth 
Grahame and is led by curriculum content in Science and Geography, linked to plants and 
animals, habitats, food chains and weather.  Children will read the story and become familiar 
with the characters and setting. This will be used as a starting point to develop a context for 
children to explore the animals and plants that might be found in a woodland habitat and to 
investigate this further through focused teaching and learning in Science, Geography and 
Design Technology. 
 
Buckets and Spades 
This topic will be led by curriculum content in History and Science. The focus of the topic will 
be on learning about similarities and differences between ways of life now and in the past 
linked to the investigation of the history of local seaside resorts  
 
 

        

                    

             Important Dates for Elm Class this Term:        

     
KS1 SATS:   These will take place in the week commencing 20th May. 
 
A separate letter will be sent home providing information for parents regarding the Year 2 SATS 
tests. 
 
 

 



 

 

Please find below an overview which provides more detail about the 
learning that will take place in each curriculum area during the summer 
term. 

 
 

English                                  
As in previous terms the texts for English work will be chosen to link closely to our topics.   During the Wind in the Willows 
topic children will read different versions of the classic text ‘The Wind in the Willows’.  This will provide them with the 
opportunity to read an extended story and to learn about classic children’s literature. During reading we will focus on the 
use of vocabulary and how this impacts on the reader.   We will create word banks of interesting vocabulary for us to use in 
our own animal adventure stories.   Children will learn about the features and format of letters and write letters in role as 
characters from the story The Wind in the Willows. 
In the second half term we will look at different forms of poetry, including riddles, traditional children’s poetry and poems 
based on theme – linked to our seaside topic.    Children will experiment with rhythm, rhyme and language use to write their 
own poems in different forms using what they have learned. 
We will read stories based on the same theme, again linked to our seaside topic and make comparisons between seaside 
themed stories by different authors.  Non Fiction work will focus on explanation texts during the summer term. 
All English work will focus on the continued development of children’s speaking and listening, reading and writing skills. 
We will continue to focus on use of punctuation, spelling strategies and developing children’s ability to edit and improve 
their own writing. 
 

Maths    
 

We will begin the summer term by learning about fractions.  We will learn to recognise and find common fractions such as 
halves, quarters and thirds of both shapes and quantities.  We will develop our understanding that fractions are part of a 
whole and our ability to read and write different fractions and to explain and show what these mean.   We will link learning 
about fractions to previous units of work on money and measures and solve problems involving fractions in these contexts.    
We will move on to learn about measurement in relation to mass, capacity and temperature and will then focus on position 
and direction.  Throughout the summer term we will continue to develop our rapid recall of number facts such as number 
bonds, halves, doubles, 2, 5 and 10 times tables and also our problem solving skills to answer questions involving all four 
operations (addition, subtraction, division, multiplication) across different contexts. 

 

Science        

During the first half term learning in Science will focus on living 
things and their habitats, animal growth and survival. Children 
will identify a variety of living things and their habitats in the 
school grounds and surrounding areas.  They will compare the 
differences between things that are living, dead and things 
that have never been alive. They will develop their 
understanding of simple food chains and why different types 
of plants and animals live in different places.  They will find out 
about and describe the basic needs of animals for survival 
(water, food and air) and about the life cycles of animals. 
During the second half term children will learn about the 
properties and uses of different materials.   
 

PSHE 
During the year we cover age appropriate topics related to 
the areas of rights and responsibilities, relationships and 
feelings and emotions.  During the summer term we will 
focus on how to stay safe at home, at school and in the 
wider environment, including online safety, fire, road and 
water safety. 
During the second half term we will focus on the topic of 
Healthy Relationships and Valuing Difference. 

 

P.E    

P.E sessions are timetabled to take place on Monday and 
Thursday each week.  However please ensure your child’s full 
P.E kit is in school at all times during the week as P.E sessions 
and other physical activities may also take place at other 
times.  Over the year children will undertake P.E units focusing 
on games, dance, gym and athletics.  During the summer term 
we will cover athletics and team games. 

Computing       
During computing in the first half term children will learn 
how to use a green screen to create and film their own 
weather reports and how to use a simple animation 
program to create a short animation to accompany a 
written story. 
In the second half term we will focus on programming skills. 
Throughout both units children will continue to learn about 
how to use technology safely and responsibly. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
History   
Learning in History will take place during our second topic 
‘Buckets and Spades.  Children will compare local seaside 
towns now and in the past. We will learn about the history of 
Blackpool and Fleetwood as seaside resorts.  We will identify 
natural and man-made features of the local environment now 
and in the past. 

 
Geography 
Learning in Geography will be linked to our first topic ‘The 

Wind in the Willows’.   Children will learn about seasonal 

and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom. They 

will observe and record weather conditions and start to 

consider how these affect human activity.  Children will 

carry out field work in the school grounds and watch and 

make their own weather reports using a green screen and 

computer software. 

 

Design Technology     

Design Technology will be covered during the first half term 
and the focus will be textiles.  Children will design and make 
a puppet linked to the story ‘The Wind in the Willows’ and 
will use this to retell the story for an audience.  Children will 
learn and use basic stitches to join pieces of fabric together 
to create a simple puppet of their own design. 

 

Art and Design      

Art and design work will take place during our second topic, 
‘Buckets and Spades’.    The focus will be collage.  Children 
will explore artwork created by different artists with the 
seaside as a theme.  They will explore the work of collage 
artists and learn and use collage techniques to create their 
own seaside inspired artwork. 

Music 

Music teaching follows an approach which allows children to 
develop their skills in the interrelated aspects of music of; 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, timbre, texture and 
structure through listening to, discussing and exploring, 
learning and then performing a different song/songs each 
half term.  During the summer first half term we will learn 
how music created by instruments and/or voices can be used 
to provide music and sound effects to accompany stories and 
also how they can be used to create sounds to represent a 
particular type of environment such as the sounds of nature 
in a woodland. 

Religious Education  
Learning in RE is focused on exploring the answers that 
different religions offer to key questions and what 
children’s own responses to these questions are.  
The questions for the summer term are ‘How and why is 
celebrating important in religion and worship?’ and ‘Does 
Worship help people?’ We will learn what the religions of 
Christianity and Sikh Dharam suggest in response to these 
questions and compare this to what other religions suggest 
and what we think ourselves. 
 

Reading 
Your child will continue to be heard read regularly in school, 
and their reading books will be changed as appropriate during 
these sessions. They will read on a one to one basis and as part 
of a guided reading group with either the class teacher or 
teaching assistant.  
Please ensure that your child’s reading book and reading 
record are in school every day as reading may take place on 
different days each week and this will enable us to change 
your child’s book regularly. Please support your child in 
developing their reading skills by continuing to listen to them 
read on a regular basis, if possible every day.  Please write in 
the diary when your child has read and record any comments 
on their progress or any difficulties they have experienced as 
this will help us to monitor your child’s progress.   

Homework 
Your child will receive homework each week on a Friday. 
This should be completed and returned to school by the 
following Tuesday and placed in the homework box in the 
classroom for marking. 
Homework will be presented in different forms throughout 
the year but will usually consist of tasks linked to the 
following subject areas: 

 Maths 

 English  

 Topic work 
Homework activities are planned to support and reinforce 
the work that your child has been undertaking in class. It is 
therefore important for children to complete and return 
the activities set each week and we appreciate your 
support in helping them to do this. 

 

The Creative Lab  
Groups of children will continue to work in the creative lab each week.  As previously this will 
be a different group of children each week.    
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope that the above information has been useful in informing you about the summer term 
in Elm class.  If you have any further queries or concerns at any time please do not hesitate 
to speak to myself or any member of the Year 2 team.    
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Mrs K. Coates  


