
 

 
 
 

Summer Term Letter 
Yew Class   

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
 
Hello and welcome back after what I hope was a relaxing and enjoyable Easter break. We are 
into our final term as Year 5s and we still have much work to do. I hope that the children are 
ready and refreshed for an exciting term, full of hard work and exciting challenges.  
 
This term our work will largely be based around two main themes: Amazon Adventure 
followed by Faster, Higher, Stronger. 
 
English 
We begin the term learning about rainforests across the world, in particular in the Amazon. 
We will discover the importance of the ecosystems and the diverse flora and fauna to be 
found there, leading to some lively debate of the issues that emerge. Following this we will 
study stories that originate from this area and the impact of the environment upon their 
content.  
During the second half term we will study Greek Myths, the origin of the Olympics and then 
write our own reports of sporting events. 
 
Maths 
To start the summer term we will be learning about decimals and their practical usage, 
measure, estimate and calculate angles, discover how to find missing angles in a straight line, 
around a fixed point and in shapes. Then we will learn how to reflect, translate, rotate and 
enlarge shapes before concluding the year finding out about capacity and volume. 
 
Science 
Our initial focus will be to learn about the life cycles of plants, discovering along the way the 
work of naturalists such as David Attenborough. After that we will look at life cycles in animals 
and the growth and development of human beings. 
To supplement our curricular work each week a new group of children will be chosen to be 
the ‘Gardening Gang’ and will have the added responsibility of maintaining the school garden.  
 
Music 
Mr. Rimmer will continue to lead ukulele sessions each Thursday. 
 
Design Technology 
Our 3d textiles work this year will be based on creating a useful item for an explorer visiting 
the Amazon. In this unit of work the children will make patterns for their design, learn how to 
tack, create seams and strengthen their work and use a range of different stitching 
techniques. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
P.E. 
PE will take place each Monday and Thursday, though I would request that kit is brought to 
school each Monday and taken home each Friday – this will enable us to be more flexible and 
so make the most of any opportunity that may arise to go outdoors. Additionally, trainers 
need to be in school every day for our Daily Mile task. 
Swimming lessons have now come to an end for the year. 
 
R.E.  
During the first half term the children will read stories from the Hindu scriptures, learn about 
beliefs and practices and see if the values revealed in each story have links to their own lives.  
After half term we will investigate passages from the Bible to decide how these teachings 
inform Christians how to lead meaningful lives. We will discuss what it is to be human and 
seek links between the texts we have studied throughout the year as to how to be a good 
example of a human being. 
 
French 
This half term we will study artwork from the Amazon in the unit Scene de foret tropicale and 
along the way develop a range of vocabulary to describe the plants and animals that we see.  
In last unit in French this year, Les quatres saisons, we will describe the different weather that 
we experience throughout the year. Beyond this we will then develop our oral skills by 
conversing one to one about the scene from our classroom window. 
 
Art & Design 
The starting point for this term’s work will be the rainforest pictures of Henri Rousseau. We 
will then use a variety of different printing techniques (including monotype, intaglio, etching 
and engraving) to produce a piece of collaborative art on our rainforest theme. 
During the second half of the term we will study the human form in sporting stills, and then 
from our own digital photography create 3d sculptures of these poses. 
 
History 
During the second half term we will study life in Ancient Greece, with an emphasis on the 
significant moments of this era, the legacy of the empire, the rise and fall of empire, religious 
belief, myths and legends and of course the origins of sport and the Olympics.  
 
Geography 
We will make comparisons between our climate and that of the rainforest, make 
measurements to develop an understanding of the scale of the rainforests (and the rate of 
deforestation), find out about latitude and longitude, learn about settlements along the river 
and make predictions about the forest’s future based on human action or inaction. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Computing 
After a very enjoyable unit last term, the children will once again be coding, creating their 
own algorithms, learning how to decompose and debug their work in order to achieve a 
specific goal. Then in the second half term we will use the space landscapes we made in 
February as the set for our own stop animation films. 
 
Homework – Homework will resume again this Tuesday and follow the same pattern as last 
term i.e. children will receive homework every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday with exercise 
books being collected in each Monday for marking and then returned with Tuesday’s 
homework.  
 
Once again, the continued work at home on daily reading, practise of individual spellings and 
similar words with the same rules and any work on maths work will continue to make a 
noticeable difference in your child’s learning.  
 
As always if there is anything else I can help you with, then please pop in and see me at the 
end of the day or book an appointment.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr. Rosebury 
 


