
 

 
 

Oak Class Autumn Term 2019 

 
Dear Parents & Carers,  

 

Welcome back, and to our new parents a warm welcome to Breck School.  We 

hope that you have all had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to the 

new school year.  Mrs Wylie and myself are very excited about the term ahead 

and have many fantastic activities planned.  

 

  

 
Important Dates for Reception Class this Term…..        

 

Reception Class Assembly 

Our first assembly will take place on Wednesday 27th November at 3.05pm in 

the school hall.    We would love to share our work with you! 

 

Parents Evening will take place on Wednesday 9th October. You will receive 

more information regarding individual appointments. 

 

 

 

 

A Few General Reminders: 

 
Mornings 

When dropping your child off in the morning please stand in the infant 

playground with your child outside Oak Class. School starts at 8.50am and staff 

will come out onto the playground from 8.50am, and help children to line up and 

then bring them into the classroom.   

 

All Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 children usually come into school each morning 

through the hall doors on the junior playground. Reception children are very 

welcome to come into school this way. Already we have a growing group of 

children who come into school through the hall, particularly the ones who have 

older siblings in school or who come to “Wake and Shake”. We aim to have all the 

children lining up in the hall before the half term.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Home time 

Thank you for your patience at home time whilst we carefully and safely return 

your children to you. The children wait on the carpet area until their name is 

called out. This ensures that the children leave safely and know that you are 

there to pick them up.  

 

Speaking To A Member Of Staff  

If you need to speak to me about anything, please wait until all the children have 

gone in the afternoon. We are always on hand if you have anything you wish to 

discuss. Alternatively an appointment can be made through the school office or 

myself.  

When all the children come through the hall doors (over the next few weeks), 

please speak to the member of staff on the hall doors.  

 

Oakley Bear 

The children will take turns to have Oakley Bear visit their home for the 

weekend and return him on the following Wednesday. A diary will be enclosed to 

add the details of Oakley’s exciting time, and you are more than welcome to 

include any photographs of where they went and what they did together.  

 

Water Bottles 

Please ensure that your child brings a named and filled water bottle into school 

with them each day so that they can drink regularly throughout the day.  This 

will be sent home at the end of each day so that it can be washed and returned 

to school again the following morning.  We request that these drinks bottles 

contain water only and not other drinks.  Children may of course bring juice to 

drink with their packed lunch, and juice and water are available for children 

having a school dinner at lunchtime. 

 

Snacks   

Children are able to bring a small healthy snack, such as fruit, cereal bars, 

crackers etc to school to eat at morning playtime. One snack will be sufficient 

for morning play. In the afternoon, school provides fruit for every infant child. 

Please can you ensure that your child’s snack is labelled clearly with their name, 

either by writing on the packet or by placing it in a labelled sandwich bag. We 

encourage disposable bags as they can be placed in the bin outside after eating 

and are much better for the children than carrying a container around with 

them all playtime. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Tuck and Toast  

Once children are settled in school and are becoming familiar with the daily 

routines there will be the opportunity for them to buy toast or a healthy snack 

from the school tuck shop, which is run by our Year 6 children.  Toast costs 10p 

per slice and tuck items range from 20p to 30p.  If your child wishes to buy 

toast or a snack item from the tuck shop please send them with a purse or 

wallet that is clearly labelled with their name.  They will again place this in a box 

in the classroom in the morning.   Please only send in small amounts of money 

that your child will need for the tuck or toast that day.  We will inform you 

when tuck shop and toast has begun for Reception Class children.   

 

Book Bags 

Please can we request that children do not bring overly large bags to school as 

there is limited space to store these in the class cloakroom. School book bags 

are a perfect size.   Please look inside your child’s bag on a daily basis as letters 

and other correspondence from school may be sent home in them. 

 

Labelling 

Please ensure that all belongings (uniform, coats, lunch boxes, book bags, snack 

boxes, water bottles etc) are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  This both 

helps your child to recognise their name and locate their own belongings, but 

also enables misplaced items to be easily identified and returned.  

 

Coats 

Whilst the weather is still fairly pleasant at the moment please ensure that your 

child has a coat in school with them each day, as we will take the opportunity to 

go outside both rain and shine!   We recognise that some children may find 

putting on and fastening their own coat difficult and we support children in 

practising and developing this skill in school.  Practising this at home also will 

help aid your child’s independence.  

 

The Foundation Stage Curriculum. 

 

The Foundation Stage curriculum is topic based. We also place great importance 

on your children’s ideas and use these to inform our planning and activities, to 

inspire and gain their interest and enthusiasm.  

 

Please find below a flavour of the curriculum coverage and some of the activities 

that we will be doing in class this term.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The first topic will be  ‘I am Special’, where the children will discuss the 

qualities they have and how we are all different and unique. It will include talking 

about our families, our feelings and our likes and dislikes.  We will be reading a  

book called ‘Only one you’ by Linda Kranz and sharing the message it portrays 

through circle time and class discussion. The topic will also incorporate birthday 

celebrations.  

 

After half term we will then start to learn about the changes in the season and 

find out about Autumn. 

 

 Please have a look at some of the activities we have planned in the topic webs  

attached.  

 

There are seven areas of learning in the foundation stage;  

 

Three Prime areas: 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical development 

 Personal, Social and Emotional development; 

 

 and four Specific areas: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the world 

 Expressive Arts and Design. 

 

In Literacy, Communication and Language we will be developing confidence in 

speaking and listening through stories in familiar settings, discussion and role-

play activities. We will be learning and recognising letters and sounds, and begin 

to write these in a variety of ways including for example, sand, sticks, glitter 

and foam.  Activities will help develop pencil control and the formation of letters 

using the cursive style of writing. We will also be practising writing their name in 

cursive script. 

 

In Mathematics we will be familiarising ourselves with numbers to 20. The 

children will begin to count, recognise and sequence numbers to 20 in all aspects 

of their play as well as practising writing them correctly.  Measurement, shape 

and space will be explored through lots of exciting role-play and practical 

activities linked to the topic.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

As part of Creative Development we will draw a portrait of ourselves using 

different mediums, e.g. pen, pencil, chalk, paint.  We will learn and perform both 

familiar and new songs and children will be able to accompany songs using a  

variety of tuned and un-tuned percussion instruments. The class ‘music area’ will 

be a place where they can explore the different sounds that the instruments 

make. 

 

Physical activities (P.E) are timetabled to take place on a Monday and a 

Thursday. Please ensure however, that your child’s P.E kit is in school 

throughout the week as we may also use it at other times. Most children leave 

their P.E bags on their pegs for the half term and they are sent home for the 

holidays to be washed.  

 

Children will spend time in the POD with Miss O Toole, where the topic will be 

‘Colour ’ for the first half term.  Here, they will have access to the outdoor area 

where they will be able to work collaboratively to explore a variety of activities, 

e.g. den building, mud kitchen, painting, sand and water play, large construction, 

giving them plenty of opportunities to develop their team building and 

communication skills. 

 

The children will also spend time in the Creative Lab with Mr Halliwell for a 

week at a time. The topic for this term is ‘The Arctic'. The children will have 

many opportunities to develop their creative skills and learn many new facts. 

The time spent in the lab allows the children to explore all the different areas 

of the curriculum.  

 

Supporting your child’s learning at home. 

 

Initially the children will be sent home with a reading book. We recommend 

regular reading each night and will change them as necessary.  

“Phonic strips”- with the key letters and sounds for children to learn to 

recognise, and know the letter name and sound for, will also be sent home as 

they are taught in school.  

 

Your child will bring home a school library book, which they will choose 

themselves. This will be changed weekly.  

 

Homework will consist of a reading activity. This may be in the form a book, 

poster or leaflet. You will be given instructions alongside the activity to allow 

you to assist and enhance your child’s reading strategies, phonic and 

comprehension skills. This will be sent home on a Friday. 



 

 

 

  

 

Please look at the ‘class notices’ on the classroom window where we regularly 

inform you of important events and general reminders.  

 

We look forward to sharing this year with you and your child, and seeing them 

develop, progress and have fun. 

 

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs Fielding and Mrs Wylie 

         

 


