
 

 
 
 

Welcome to Rowan Class   
Monday 2nd September 2019 

 
Hello and welcome back to all parents and pupils of Year 5. I hope you’ve all had a fantastic holiday 
and that the children are raring to go for another exciting year at Breck.  
 
This letter is intended to briefly outline for you the diverse range of topics we will be covering over the 
forthcoming term and to let you know of any changes and events relevant to Year 5. 
 
Staffing – Miss Snape will be teaching Y5 all day each Tuesday. Miss Jackson is providing teaching 
support, working with children of all abilities, throughout the course of the week. Also we are delighted 
to welcome Miss Bell, who will be with us in the Autumn and Summer terms as part of her teacher 
training. 
 
Homework – children will receive homework every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. Tasks will initially 
be based on work carried out in class and may be used to consolidate or extend learning. Each piece 
of work will include an indication of the length of time that should be spent on the task and numeracy 
questions will also be accompanied by an example that clearly explains the strategy to be used. In 
addition to this the children will be given multiplication tables and number sequencing tasks throughout 
the year. 
Homework exercise books will be collected in each Monday for marking and then returned with 
Tuesday’s homework.  
By Year 5 the children do not receive a reading record as generally by this stage they will have become 
confident independent readers -where this isn’t the case and further support is needed a record will be 
provided and monitored. All children will read with an adult on a 1:1 basis and/or within small guided 
groups at least once per week. 
 
This term our work will largely be based around two man themes A Kingdom United followed by Food, 
Glorious Food. 
 
Literacy 
We will be discovering myths and legends from around all four corners of the United Kingdom followed 
by persuasive writing about contentious national and local issues. Then during the second half of the 
term will study fictional work based in historical settings and then study, plan and then create our own 
feature films. 
 
Geography 
We will be learning about the different counties of each country, landmarks, regional produce, physical 
and human features, take measurements from maps, find out about changes in climate, learn about the 
reasons behind immigration and emigration and overall gain a deeper understanding into our national 
identity. 
 
History (Anglo-Saxons) 
Our main focus will be what happened after the Romans left Britain and settlers arrived from elsewhere 
in Europe. As part of this work the children will simulate life in a village, negotiating and working together 
to overcome the dilemmas faced by the people at the time. 
 
Computing  
The children will learning how to search databases , how to narrow and broaden searches effectively 
and how to spot reliable and unreliable data  Ongoing throughout this term will be sessions focussing 
on appropriate forms of behaviour online, including their own conduct and understanding how to report 
concerns that they may have when using the internet to interact with others.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art & Design 
The starting point for this term’s work will be how food is portrayed in art and in particular in still life 
paintings. The children will explore mixing and blending techniques and develop a greater awareness 
of composition, scale and proportion in their own paintings. Please could each child bring in an old 
shirt/t-shirt from home to use in art class and keep in school for the duration of the year. An adult shirt 
or one belonging to an older brother or sister is ideal to provide maximum protection!  
 
French  
We will be learning to name places, landmarks and other key features found on our way to school each 
day. We will be listening to and giving directions between places and link these events to the time of 
day in which each occurs. 
 
R.E.  
The children will be finding out about Buddhist teachings from key texts and will question what can be 
learned from studying these sacred stories. Then in the second half of the term making comparisons 
between the different versions of the Christmas story, as it is shown in the different gospels. 
 
 
Science 
During the autumn term the class will investigate and test the properties of materials in the creative 
context The Camping Adventure. Then during the second half term a further challenge Just Add Water 

will focus upon what happens when different materials change state. 
 
Music 
Ukulele sessions will take place each Thursday during the Autumn Term. Any children that have their 
own ukuleles are welcome to bring them into school on the Thursday morning. 
 
P.E. 
PE is timetabled to take place each Friday, though I would request that kit is brought to school each 
Monday and taken home each Friday – this will enable us to be more flexible and so make the most of 
any opportunity that may arise to go outdoors. Additionally trainers need to be in school every day for 
our Daily Mile task. 
Swimming lessons will commence on Tuesday 10th / Thursday 12th September 2019 and continue for 
the remainder of the term. We will be using the same time slots that the children experienced whilst in 
Year 4 and the children will remain in the group they were allocated last year. Permission is required to 
take your child off- site, so please complete the consent slip at the end of the letter. If your child is in 
the Thursday group and you wish to pick them up at the pool then please confirm this in writing. 
 
I hope that this letter gives a clearer picture of the term ahead. I will deal with other matters such as our 
targets for the year ahead and be available to answer any questions at the ‘Year Ahead’ 
parent/teacher meeting on Wednesday 4th September at 6.00p.m. Alternatively if you have any 
concerns or just want to call in to say hello, contact me any time at school. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr. Hesketh  
 

 
 
I give permission for my child …………………………………….to attend swimming sessions taking place 
each Tuesday/Thursday at Poulton YMCA, commencing 10th  / 12th  September 2019.  
 
Signed…………………………………………………………… 


