
Year 4 Spring 1 

English 
Persuasion  

 Use suffixes to understand meanings, e.g. -tion, -sion. 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of persuasion in different forms e.g. 
advertisements, leaflets in print and on screen. 

 Identify key points from the text using point and evidence. 

 Analyse and evaluate texts looking at language, structure and presentation. 

 Identify, discuss and collect effective words and phrases which capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination.  

 Analyse and evaluate how specific information is organised within a persuasive 
text.  

 Navigate texts to locate and retrieve information in print and on screen.  

 Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group situations e.g. whole 
class, independent reading groups, book circles. 

 Identify, select and effectively use pronouns.  

 Read and analyse persuasive texts in order to plan and write their own 
versions. 

 Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, language and structures of 
persuasion. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. boxing-up text types to create a plan.  

 Generate and select from vocabulary banks e.g. persuasive phrases, alliteration 
appropriate to persuasion. 

 Discuss and propose changes with partners and in small groups.  

 Improve writing in light of evaluation. 

 Use appropriate intonation, tone and volume to present their writing to a 
range of audiences. 
 

Issues and Dilemmas 

 Listen to, read and discuss a range of fiction and poetry in different forms e.g. 
film clips, storytelling, poetry reading.  

 Regularly listen to whole novels read aloud by the teacher. 

 Analyse and compare a range of plot structures. 

 Make predictions based on information stated and implied. 

 Demonstrate active reading strategies e.g. generating questions, finding 
answers, refining thinking. 

 Draw inferences around characters’ thoughts, feelings, actions and motives, 

Maths 

Number – multiplication and division 

 Recall and use multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 

12 × 12.  

 Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide mentally, 

including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying together three 

numbers.  

 Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental calculations.  

 Multiply two digit and three digit numbers by a one digit number using formal 

written layout.  

 Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the 

distributive law to multiply two digit numbers by one digit, integer scaling 

problems and harder correspondence problems such as n objects are 

connected to m objects.  

 

Measurement- Area 

 Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares.  

 

Fractions 

 Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common equivalent fractions.  

 Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when 

dividing an object by one hundred and dividing tenths by ten.  

 



and justify with evidence from the text using point and evidence. 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising 
these e.g. character is evil because 1/2/3 reasons. 

 Make and respond to contributions in a variety of group situations e.g. whole 
class, independent reading groups, book circles. 

 Create complex sentences with adverb starters e.g. ‘Silently trudging through 
the snow, Sam made his way up the mountain.’  

 Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech e.g. ‘The 
tour guide announced, “Be back here at four o’ clock.”’  

 Read and analyse narrative in order to plan and write their own versions. 

 Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story mountain, story board, boxing-
up. 

 Develop characterisation using vocabulary to create atmosphere, suspense. 

 Plan and write an opening paragraph which combines the introduction of a 
setting and character(s).  

 Organise paragraphs in narrative.  

 Link ideas within paragraphs, e.g. complex sentence with adverb starters.  

 

Science 
Teeth and Digestion 

 Describe the simple functions of the 
basic parts of the digestive system in 
humans.  

 Identify the different types of teeth 
in humans and their simple 
functions. 

 Construct and interpret a variety of 
food chains, identifying producers, 
predators and prey. 

 Describe how teeth and gums have 
to be cared for in order to keep them 
healthy. 

 Find out what damages teeth and 
how to look after them.  

 Draw and discuss ideas about the 
digestive system and comparing 
them with models or images. 

 

PE 
Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 

 Improve communication skills. 

 Improve ability to work with and 
trust others. 

 Undertake an adventure trail to 
develop communication skills. 

 Work safely with a partner in an 
adventurous environment 

 Complete a Trail within the school 
grounds. 

 Increase confidence in decision 
making. 

 Complete a Photo Trail within the 
school grounds. 

 Know how to use a control card. 

 To take part in outdoor and 
adventurous activity challenges. 

 Develop communication and 

Computing 
Digital Literacy: 
 Use formatting of video, audio 

voiceovers, sound effects, music 
and different graphics for 
different purposes or audiences 

 Use appropriate editing tools to 
ensure their work is clear and error 
free. 

 Through self and peer assessment, 
analyse, edit and evaluate 
presentations 

Online Safety: 
 Understand the risks involved with 

communication online.  
 Use technology respectfully, 

responsibly and safely, knowing 
how to keep their information, 
passwords and pictures secure.   

 Have a greater understanding of 

RE 
Sikhism 

 Explore teachings and stories from 

Sikhism. 

 Describe what moral guidance Sikhs 

might gain from the stories and 

examples of the Gurus. 

 Make links between the beliefs, 
values and practices of Sikhism. 

 Use subject specific language to 

describe how and why Sikhs show 

their religious commitments and 

values. 

 Explain how clothing and behaviour 

might be symbolic of beliefs, values 

and commitments. 

 Discuss (with relevant examples) 

the importance of how we view and 



collaboration skills. 

 Evaluate their own success. 

 Take responsibility for self and 
others. 

 Take part in activities that involve 
working with and trusting others. 

 Work effectively as part of a team. 
Dance - Superheroes 

 Explore movement, communicating 
character.  

 Use simple choreographic principles 
and perform a more complex dance 
phrases to communicate narrative 
with a partner. 

 Describe interpret and evaluate 
their own and others dance. 

 Create a sequence conveying more 
than one character. Convey a 
narrative involving two characters. 

 Describe what you need to do to 
warm up/cool down for dance. 

 Work as a group to combine 
movements to create a sequence. 

 Combine sequences to create a 
final performance. 

what is acceptable and 
unacceptable online behaviour.   

 Question the reliability of content 
online. 

 Know different ways of reporting 
concerns about content and contact 
involving the Internet and other 
communication technologies.   

 To use more complex simulations 
(science apps for human body). 
 

 

behave towards others. 

 Talk about how our outward 

behaviour reflects our inner beliefs, 

values and commitments. 

 Reflect on their own concept of 

living a good life and how this 

influences the way that they treat 

others. 

 Discuss own thoughts and feelings 
about equality and justice. 

Music 
Performing 

 Sing songs, speak chants and rhymes 
in unison and two parts, with clear 
diction, control of pitch, a sense of 
phrase and musical expression. 

 Play tuned and untuned instruments 
with control and rhythmic accuracy. 

 Practise, rehearse and present 
performances with an awareness of 
the audience. 

Listening 

 Listen with attention to a range of 

Art and Design 
3D Modelling, Drawing and Painting 

Exploring and Developing Ideas 

 Explore the roles and purposes of 
artists, craftspeople and designers 
working in different times and 
cultures. 

 Question and make thoughtful 
observations about starting points 
and select ideas to use in their 
work. 

Drawing and Painting 

 Experiment with ways in which 

PSHE 

 Make informed choices 
(including recognising that 
choices can have positive, 
neutral and negative 
consequences) and to begin to 
understand the concept of a 
'balanced lifestyle'. 

 Know what positively and 
negatively affects their physical, 
mental and emotional health. 

 Recognise opportunities and 
develop the skills to make their 

French 

 Ask for food in a shop. 

 Ask for and understand how much 
something costs. 

 Talk about activities at a party. 

 Give opinions about activities and 
food. 

 Ask what someone wants. 

 Say what you want. 

 Talk about food using the partitive 
article. 

 Use on to talk about first-person 
plural activities. 



high quality live and recorded music, 
to detail and to internalise and recall 
sounds with increasing aural 
memory. 

 Experience how the combined 
musical elements of pitch, duration, 
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture 
and silence can be organised within 
musical structures (for example, 
ostinato) and used to communicate 
different moods and effects. 

 Experience how music is produced in 
different ways (for example, through 
the use of different resources, 
including ICT) and described through 
relevant established and invented 
notations. 

 Know how time and place can 
influence the way music is created, 
performed and heard (for 
example, the effect of occasion 
and venue). 

Creating 

 Improvise and develop rhythmic and 
melodic material when performing. 

 Explore, choose, combine and 
organise musical ideas within 
musical structures. 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 Analyse and compare sounds. 

 Explore and explain their own ideas 
and feelings about music using 
movement, dance, expressive 
language and musical vocabulary. 

 Improve their own and others' work 
in relation to its intended effect. 

 Use and understand staff and other 
musical notations. 

surface detail can be added to 
drawings, e.g. use grades of pencil, 
biros, charcoal and chalk. 

 Use journals to collect and record 
visual information from different 
sources. 

 Draw for a sustained period of time 
at an appropriate level. 

 Make marks and lines with a wide 
range of drawing implements e.g. 
charcoal, pencil, crayon, chalk 
pastels, pens etc. 

 Experiment with different grades of 
pencil and other implements to 
create lines and marks. 

 Experiment with different grades of 
pencil and other implements to 
draw different forms and shapes.  

 Experiment with different grades of 
pencil and other implements to 
achieve variations in tone. 

 Begin to show an awareness of 
objects having a third dimension. 

 Create textures with a wide range of 
drawing implements, e.g. use oil 
and chalk pastel. 

 Experiment with different effects 
and textures in paint. 

 Work on a range of scales e.g. thin 
brush on small picture etc. 

 Create different effects and textures 
with paint according to what they 
need for the task. 

 Mix colours and know which 
primary colours make secondary 
colours. 

 Use more specific colour language. 
 Mix and use tints and shades. 

own choices about food, 
understanding what might 
influence their choices and the 
benefits of eating a balanced 
diet. 

 Understand that good hygiene 
routines can prevent the spread 
of bacteria and viruses.  

 Understand the difference 
between good and bad habits. 

 Understand strategies that can 
be used to break a bad habit.  

 Know which, why and how, 
commonly available substances 
and drugs (including alcohol, 
nicotine in tobacco and 'energy 
drinks') can damage their 
immediate and future health 
and safety; that some are 
restricted and some are illegal 
to own, use and give to others. 

 Give basic opinions about activities 
and food. 

 



 Develop an understanding of the 
history of music. 

Musical Elements 
Pitch 

 Determine upwards and downwards 
direction in listening, performing and 
moving. 

 Recognise and imitate melody 
patterns in echoes. 

 Show the overall contour of melodies 
as moving upwards, downwards or 
staying the same. 

 Determine movement by step, by 
leaps or by repeats. 

 Perform simple melody patterns. 
Duration 

 Indicate the steady beat by 
movement, including during a 
silence. 

 Respond to changes in the speed of 
the beat. 

 Respond to the strong beats whilst 
singing. 

 Use instruments to keep a steady 
beat. 

 Hold a beat against another part. 
Dynamics 

 Recognise differences in dynamic 
levels. 

Tempo 

 Identify the differences between fast 
and slow tempos. 

 Identify the tempo of music as 
fast, moderate, slow, getting faster 
or getting slower. 

Texture 

 Recognise the difference between 
thick (many sounds) and thin (few 

Painting 

 Experiment with different effects 
and textures including blocking in 
colour, washes, thickened paint 
creating textural effects. 

 Work on a range of scales e.g. thin 
brush on small picture etc. 

 Create different effects and textures 
with paint according to what they 
need for the task. 

3-D 

 Plan, design and make models from 
observation or imagination. 

 Join clay adequately and construct a 
simple base for extending and 
modelling other shapes. 

 Create surface patterns and 
textures in a malleable material.  

 Use papier-mâché to create a 
simple 3-D object. 

Evaluating 

 Annotate work in sketchbook. 
 Compare ideas, methods and 

approaches in their own and others’ 
work and say what they think and 
feel about them. 

 Adapt work according to their views 
and describe how they might 
develop it further.  

 



sounds) textures. 

 Recognise changes in texture. 

 Identify the melodic line in a texture. 

 Recognise rhythm on rhythm in 
music. 

 Recognise the difference between 
unison (one same pitched sound) and 
harmony (various pitched sounds at 
the same time). 

Structure 

 Recognise call and response form. 

 Differentiate between the 
contrasting sections of a song. 

 Recognise the difference between 
the verse and refrain of a song. 

 
 

 


