
Year 2 Autumn 1 – The Place Where I Live 

English 
Stories with Familiar Settings 
 Apply phonic knowledge and skills to read words until automatic decoding has become 

embedded and reading is fluent. 
 Listen to a range of texts at a level beyond that at which they can read independently 

including stories. 
 Sequence and discuss the main events in stories. 
 Identify, discuss and collect favourite words and phrases. 
 Make predictions using evidence from the text.  
 Demonstrate understanding of texts by asking and answering questions related to who, 

what, where, when, why, how. 
 Make inferences about characters and events using evidence from the text e.g. what is a 

character thinking, saying and feeling? 
 Use subordination for time using the word ‘when’.  
 Select, generate and effectively use nouns. 
 Plan and discuss what to write about e.g. story mapping, collecting new vocabulary, key 

words and ideas.  
 Use specific text type features to write for a range of audiences and purposes e.g. letters 

and narrative.  
 Learn new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already 

known. 
 Form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another. 
 
Non-Chronological Reports 
 Read accurately by blending the sounds in words, especially recognising alternative 

sounds for graphemes.  
 Read a range of non-fiction texts including information, explanations, instructions, 

recounts, reports. 
 Discussing how specific information is organised within a non-fiction text e.g. text boxes, 

sub-headings, contents, bullet points, glossary, diagrams. 
 Activating prior knowledge and raising questions e.g. What do we know? What do we 

want to know? What have we learned? 
 Demonstrating understanding of texts by asking and answering questions related to 

who, what, where, when, why, how. 
 Use sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation. 
 Use subordination for reason with ‘because/so’. 
 Plan and discuss what to write about e.g. text mapping, collecting new vocabulary, key 

words and ideas.  
 Use specific text type features to write for a range of audiences and purposes e.g. to 

inform. 
 Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

Maths 
Number – Place Value  
  

 Read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words.  
 Recognise the place value of each digit in a two digit number (tens, ones)  
 Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different representations including 

the number line.  
 Compare and order numbers from 0 up to 100; use <, > and = signs.  
 Use place value and number facts to solve problems.  
 Count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 from 0, and in tens from any number, forward and 

backward. 
 
Number – Addition and Subtraction  
  

 Recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use 
related facts up to 100.  

 Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations, and 
mentally, including: a two-digit number and ones; a two-digit number and tens; 
two two-digit numbers; adding three one-digit numbers.  

 Show that the addition of two numbers can be done in any order (commutative) 
and subtraction of one number from another cannot.  

 Solve problems with addition and subtraction: using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations, including those involving numbers, quantities and measures; 
applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods.  

 Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction and 
use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems 



 
Poems on a theme 
 Listen to a range of poems at a level beyond that at which they can read independently.  
 Learn and recite poems using appropriate intonation.  
 Use tone and intonation when reading aloud. 
 Participate in discussion about what is read to them, take turns and listen to what others 

say. 
 Make contributions in whole class and group discussion.  
 Listen and respond to contributions from others. 
 Make personal reading choices and explain reasons for choices. 
 Select, generate and effectively use adjectives. 
 Write simple poems based on models.  
 Edit and improve their own writing in relation to audience and purpose.  
 
 
 
 

History 
 

Chronology 
 Show their emerging knowledge and 

understanding of the past by:  
 Recognising the distinction between 

past and present. 
 Identifying some similarities and 

differences between their own present 
and aspects of the past. 

 Placing a few events and objects in 
order by using common phrases to 
show the passing of time (old, 
new/young, days and months). 

 Show their developing knowledge and 
understanding of the past by: 

 Recognising the distinction between 
present and past in their own and other 
people's lives. 

 Identifying some similarities and 
differences between ways of life in 
different periods. 

 Know where some people and events fit 
into a chronological framework by using 
common words and phrases about the 

 Geography 
 

Place Knowledge 
 Small area of the United 

Kingdom. 
Human and Physical Geography 

 Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key 
physical features and key human 
features. 

Mapping 
 Use a range of maps (including 

picture maps) at different scales. 
 Use vocabulary such as 

bigger/smaller, near/far. 
 Know that maps give information 

about places in the world 
(where/what?). 

 Locate land and sea on maps. 
 Use large scale maps and aerial 

photos of the school and local area. 
 Recognise simple features on maps 

e.g. buildings, roads and fields. 
 Recognise landmarks and basic 

human features on aerial photos. 

Computing 

 

 To be able to record audio files of 
voices, instruments, environmental 
sounds. 

 To use stop, record, and playback 
functions.  

 To create a single multimedia piece 
with mixture of images and audio to 
represent geographical fieldwork. 

 

RE 
 Does how we treat the world 

matter? 
 
 Retell (simply) the Genesis 1 story of 

creation. 
 Suggest why Christians might think it is 

important to look after the world. 
 Suggest ways that Christians might 

express their concern for the natural 
world. 

 Describe how and why Christians might 
thank God for creation at Harvest 
festivals.  

 Identify ways in which humans use (and 
abuse) the natural world.  

 Learn why our planet should matter to 
all humans – and how this should 
influence our behaviour. 

 Reflect on their own use of the world’s 
resources. 

 Ask questions about what they can do 
to show that they care about the world. 

 
 



passing of time (before, after, a long 
time ago, past…). 

 
 Events, People and Changes 
 To tell the difference between past and 

present in their own and other people’s 
lives by: 

 Using and making simple comparisons 
to parts of stories, and features of 
events. 

 Recognise that their own lives are 
different from the lives of people in the 
past by describing some of the topics, 
events and people that they have 
studied. 

 Use simple stories and other sources to 
show that they know and understand 
key features of events. 

 
 Communication 
 To show what they know and 

understand about the past in different 
ways (speaking, role-play, drawing and 
writing). 

 Understand historical concepts and use 
them to make simple connections and 
draw contrasts. 

 
 Enquiry, Interpretation and Using 

Sources 
 Use sources to answer simple questions 

about the past. 
 Ask and answer questions about the 

past through observing and handling a 
range of sources, such as, objects, 
pictures, people talking about their 
past, buildings, written sources. 

 Identify some of the basic ways the past 
can be represented. 

 To begin to understand the reasons 
why people in the past acted as they 
did from a range of sources (pictures, 

 Know that symbols mean 
something on maps. 

Fieldwork 
 Use simple fieldwork techniques 

such as observation and 
identification to study the 
geography of the school and its 
grounds as well as the key human 
and physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

 Use cameras and audio equipment 
to record geographical features, 
Use aerial photos and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features. 

Enquiry and Investigation 
 Ask simple geographical, ‘where?’, 

‘what?’, and ‘who?’ questions 
about the world and their 
environment e.g. ‘What is it like to 
live in this place?’ 

 Investigate through observation 
and description. 

Communication 
 Speak and write about, draw, 

observe and describe simple 
geographical concepts such as what 
they can see where.  

 Interpret and create meaningful 
labels and symbols for a range of 
places both in and outside the 
classroom. 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary 
from the PoS.  

 Use maps and other images to talk 
about everyday life e.g. where we 
live, journey to school etc. 

ICT/Technology 
 Use simple electronic globes/maps. 
 Do simple searches within specific 

geographic software. 

 
 



plays, films, written accounts, songs, 
museum displays, stories). 

 Add simple labels to a digital map. 
 Use the zoom facility of digital 

maps and understand that zooming 
in/out means more/less detail can 
be seen. 

 Use cameras and audio equipment 
to record geographical features, 
changes, differences e.g. 
weather/seasons, vegetation, 
buildings etc. 

 

Art 
Exploring and Developing Ideas 
 Explore the work of artists, craftspeople 

and designers from different times and 
cultures for differences and similarities. 

Drawing Skills 
 Record and explore ideas from first 

hand observations. 
 Experiment with a variety of media; 

pencils, rubbers, crayons, pastels, felt 
tips, charcoal, ballpoints, chalk. 

 Control the types of marks made with 
the range of media. 

 Name, match and draw lines/marks 
from observations. 

 Invent new lines. 
 Draw on different surfaces with a range 

of media. 
 Investigate tone by drawing light/dark 

lines, light/dark patterns, light/dark 
shapes. 

 Investigate textures by describing, 
naming, rubbing, copying. 

Printing 
 Print with a range of hard and soft 

materials e.g. corks, pen barrels, 
sponge. 

 Make simple marks on rollers and 
printing palettes. 

 PE 
Game Core Task 
 

 Can perform basic techniques of 
catching and throwing with some 
level of coordination and 
consistency. 

 

 Can use a variety of simple tactics, 
i.e. running into space, pretend to 
throw one way then throw 
another. 

PSHE 

 Suggest actions that will contribute 
positively to the life of the 
classroom;  

 Make and undertake pledges based 
on those actions. 

 Take part in creating and agreeing 
classroom rules. 

 Explain, and be able to use, 
strategies for dealing with 
impulsive behaviour 

 Identify what they like about the 
school environment;  

 Identify any problems with the 
school environment (e.g. things 
needing repair);  

 Make suggestions for improving 
the school environment;  

 Recognise that they all have a 
responsibility for helping to look 
after the school environment. 

 Explain how it feels to be part of a 
group;  

 Explain how it feels to be left out 
from a group;  

 Identify groups they are part of;  

Music 
 To understand that sound and 

music is used for different and 
specific purposes. 

 To explore, choose and organise 
sounds and be able to describe 
them using signs and symbols. 

 To use our voices expressively 
through singing and chanting. 

 To explore sounds that we can 
make using our bodies and express 
our feelings through movement. 

 To play unturned musical 
instruments and explore how the 
musical instruments can be used to 
make music expressive. 

 To create musical patterns, 
rehearse and perform with others 
and make improvements to our 
own work. 

Performing 
 Use their voices expressively and 

creatively by singing and speaking 
chants and rhymes. 

 Play tuned and unturned 
instruments musically. 

Listening 
 Listen with concentration to a 

range of high quality live and 
recorded music. 

Creating 



 Roll printing ink over found objects to 
create patterns e.g. plastic mesh, 
stencils. 

 Build repeating patterns and recognise 
pattern in the environment. 

 Create simple printing blocks with press 
print. 

 Design more repetitive patterns. 
 Experiment with overprinting motifs 

and colour. 
 Make rubbings to collect textures and 

patterns. 
Evaluating 
 Review what they and others have done 

and say what they think and feel about 
it. 

 Identify what they might change in their 
current work or develop in future work. 

 

 Suggest and use strategies for 
helping someone who is feeling left 
out 

 

 Experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions of music. 

 

    

 

 

 


