
Year 2 Summer 2 – Buckets and Spades 

English 
Stories as a theme 

 Read further common exception words, noting tricky parts. 

 Reread books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.   

 Read longer and less familiar texts independently.  

 Sequence and discuss the main events in stories. 

 Retell a wider range of stories, fairy tales and traditional tales.  

 Recognise use of repetitive language within a text or poem. 

 Introduce and discuss key vocabulary within the context of a text. 

 Use morphology to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words, e.g. terror, 

terrorised.  

 Make predictions using evidence from the text. 

 Make inferences about characters and events using evidence from the text, e.g. 

what is a character thinking, saying and feeling? 

 Give opinions and support with reasons, e.g. Was Goldilocks a good or bad 

character? 

 Use apostrophes for contracted forms, e.g. don’t, can’t, wouldn’t, you’re, I’ll. 

 Select, generate and effectively use nouns.  

 Add suffixes -ness and -er to create nouns, e.g. happiness, sadness, teacher, baker.  

 Use subordination for time and reason. 

 Plan and discuss what to write about, e.g. story mapping, collecting new 

vocabulary, key words and ideas. 

 Use specific text type features to write for a range of audiences and purposes, e.g. 

to entertain. 

 Write about real and fictional events.  

 Edit and improve their own writing in relation to audience and purpose.  

 Evaluate their writing with adults and peers. 

 

Poems on a theme 

 

 Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, 

sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue 

hesitation.  

 Reread these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  

 Read words containing common suffixes e.g. 

-ness, -ment, -ful, -ly.  

 Use tone and intonation when reading aloud.  

 Learn and recite a range of poems using appropriate intonation.  

Maths 
 

Measurement: Mass, Capacity and Temperature  
 

 Choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure 
length/height in any direction (m/cm); mass (kg/g); temperature (°C); 
capacity (litres/ml) to the nearest appropriate unit, using rulers, 
scales, thermometers and measuring vessels  

 Compare and order lengths, mass, volume/capacity and record the 
results using >, < and =  

 Investigations 

  

 



 Identify, discuss and collect favourite words and phrases. 

 Recognise use of repetitive language within a text or poem. 

 Make personal reading choices and explain reasons for choices.  

 Make contributions in whole class and group discussion. 

 Listen and respond to contributions from others.  

 Demonstrate understanding of texts by asking and answering questions related to 

who, what, where, when, why, how. 

 Use commas to separate items in a list. 

 Select, generate and effectively use adjectives. 

 Add suffixes -ful or -less to create adjectives, e.g. playful, careful, careless, hopeless. 

 Use suffixes -er and -est to create adjectives, e.g. faster, fastest, smaller, smallest.  

 Plan and discuss what to write about, e.g. collecting new vocabulary, key words 

and ideas.  

 Use specific text type features to write for a range of audiences and purposes.  

 Write simple poems based on models.  

 Evaluate their writing with adults and peers. 

 Read aloud their writing with intonation to make the meaning clear. 

 

Explanations 
 

 Read words containing common suffixes e.g. 

-ness, -ment, -ful, -ly.  

 Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, 

sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue 

hesitation.  

 Reread these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

 Listen to a range of texts at a level beyond that at which they can read 

independently including non-fiction.  

 Read a range of non-fiction texts including explanations. 

 Discuss how specific information is organised within a non-fiction text e.g. text 

boxes, sub-headings, contents, bullet points, glossary, diagrams. 

 Introduce and discuss key vocabulary within the context of a text. 

 Check that texts make sense while reading and self-correct. 

 Demonstrate understanding of texts by asking and answering questions related to 

who, what, where, when, why, how. 

 Use the suffix –ly to turn adjectives into adverbs, e.g. slowly, gently, carefully.  

 Say, write and punctuate simple and compound sentences using the joining 

words and, but and or.  



 Use subordination for reason e.g. I put my coat on because it was raining. Because 

it was raining, I put on my coat.  

 Use subordination for time e.g. When we had finished our writing, we went out to 

play. We went out to play when we had finished our writing.  

 Plan and discuss what to write about e.g. collecting new vocabulary, key words 

and ideas. 

 Use specific text type features to write for a range of audiences and purposes e.g. 

to explain. 

 Edit and improve their own writing in relation to audience and purpose.  

Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

 

 

 

Science 
Material Properties – Uses of Materials 
 Identify and compare the suitability of a 

variety of everyday materials, including 
wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, water, 
rock, paper and cardboard for particular 
uses. 

 Find out how the shapes of solid objects 
made from some materials can be 
changed by squashing, bending, twisting 
and stretching (applying a force). 

 Some materials can be found naturally; 
others have to be made. 

 
 

History 
Chronology 
Show their developing knowledge and 
understanding of the past by: 
 Recognising the distinction between 

present and past in their own and other 
people's lives (e.g. leisure and tourism in 
Victorian times). 

 Identifying some similarities and 
differences between ways of life in 
different periods (e.g. seaside resorts 
now and then). 

 Know where some people and events fit 
into a chronological framework by using 
common words and phrases about the 
passing of time (before, after, a long time 
ago, past, Victorian times…). 

Events, People and Changes 
 To tell the difference between past and 

present in their own and other people’s 
lives by Using and making simple 
comparisons to parts of stories and 
features of events (e.g. aspects of leisure 
such as ice creams and the penny lick). 

 Recognise that their own lives are 
different from the lives of people in the 
past by describing some of the topics, 

Computing 
 

 To understand what debugging is. 
 To be able to identify the error in a set of 

everyday instructions and rectify it 
(debug). 

 To break down an algorithm used to 
create program to find the bug. 

 To think logically when predicting what 
will happen when you follow an 
algorithm 

 To make think logically when making 
predictions on the effect of an 
algorithm.  

 To predict and use trial and error when 
using algorithms to create programs or 
controlling movement. 
 

RE 
 
Sikhism 
 

 Retell and suggest meanings for 

religious stories, actions and symbols.  

 Use religious words and phrases and 

consistently identify some features of 

religious traditions.  

 Begin to identify and describe how 

religion is expressed in different ways. 

 Talk about what is of value and concern 

to themselves and to others. 

 Talk about what they find interesting or 

puzzling.  

 To ask important questions about 

religions and belief.  



events and people that they have 
studied. 

 Use simple stories and other sources to 
show that they understand key features 
of events. 

 
Communication 
 Understand and use the simple historical 

concepts such as now/then and 
same/different. 

 To show what they know and understand 
about the past in different ways 
(speaking, role-play, drawing and 
writing). 

 Understand historical concepts and use 
them to make simple connections and 
draw contrasts (e.g. between the 
Victorians and themselves). 

Enquiry, Interpretation and Using Sources 
 Ask and answer questions about the past 

through observing and handling a range 
of sources, such as pictures and written 
sources. 

 Identify some of the basic ways the past 
can be represented. 
To begin to understand the reasons why 
people in the past acted as they did from 
a range of sources (pictures, plays, films, 
written accounts, songs, museum 
displays, stories). 
 

Art 
Exploring and Developing Ideas 
 Record and explore ideas from first hand 

observations. 
 Explore the work of artists, craftspeople 

and designers from different times and 
cultures for differences and similarities. 

 Ask and answer questions about the 
starting points for their work. 

 Develop their ideas – try things out, 
change their minds. 

 PE 

 

Dance 

 Link actions, remember, repeat 
short dance phrases, showing 
an understanding of mood and 
expressive qualities.  

 Describe how dancing affects 
their body, importance of being 
active.  

 Suggest ways to improve their 
work. 

PSHE 

 Identify some of the physical and 
non-physical differences and 
similarities between people;  

 Know and use words and phrases 
that show respect for other people. 

 Identify people who are special to 
them;  

 Explain some of the ways those 
people are special to them. 

 
 



Drawing Skills 
 Record and explore ideas from first hand 

observations. 
 Experiment with a variety of media; 

pencils, rubbers, crayons, pastels, 
charcoal, ballpoints, chalk. 

 Control the types of marks made with the 
range of media. 

 Name, match and draw lines/marks from 
observations. 

 Invent new lines. 
 Draw on different surfaces/scales with a 

range of media. 
 Investigate tone by drawing light/dark 

lines, light/dark patterns, light/dark 
shapes. 

 Draw shapes in between objects. 
Digital Media 
 Explore ideas using digital sources i.e. 

internet, CD-Roms. 
 Record visual information using digital 

cameras, video recorders. 
Textiles 
 Match and sort fabrics and threads for 

colour, texture, length, size and shape. 
 Change and modify threads and fabrics, 

knotting, fraying, fringing, pulling 
threads, twisting, plaiting. 

 Cut and shape fabric using scissors/snips. 
 Apply shapes with glue or by stitching. 
 Apply decoration using beads, buttons, 

feathers etc. 
 Create cords and plaits for decoration. 
 Apply colour with printing, dipping, fabric 

crayons. 
 Create and use dyes i.e. onion skins, tea, 

coffee. 
Create fabrics by weaving materials i.e. 
grass through twigs. 

Painting  
 Mix and match colours to artefacts and 

objects. 

Striking and Fielding 

 Can strike a ball off a tee and with a 
drop feed sometimes 

 Can throw and catch a ball as a 
fielder. 

 Can use simple tactics i.e looking 
for space to strike the ball into. 
 

 Recognise and explain how a 
person's behaviour can affect other 
people. 

 Demonstrate active listening 
techniques (making eye contact, 
nodding head, making positive 
noises, not being distracted);  

 Suggest strategies for dealing with 
a range of common situations 
requiring negotiation skills to help 
foster and maintain positive 
relationships. 

 Recognise that friendship is a 
special kind of relationship;  

 Identify some of the ways that 
good friends care for each other. 

 

 

 

 



 Experiment with tools and techniques, 
e.g. layering, mixing media, scraping 
through. 

 Create textured paint by adding sand, 
plaster. 

 
Collage 
 Create images from a variety of media 

e.g. photocopies, material, fabric, crepe 
paper, magazines etc. 

 Arrange and glue materials to different 
backgrounds. 

 Sort and group materials for different 
purposes e.g. colour texture. Fold, 
crumple, tear and overlap papers. 

 Work on different scales. 
 Colour: collect, sort, name match colours 

appropriate for an image. 
 Shape: create and arrange shapes 

appropriately. 
 Texture: create, select and use textured 

paper for an image. 
Evaluating 
 Review what they and others have done 

and say what they think and feel about it. 
Identify what they might change in their 
current work or develop in future work. 

    

 

 

 

 


