
 

 
 
 

Spring Term Letter 
Rowan Class   

Monday 6th January 2020 
 
Happy New Year and welcome back to all parents and pupils of Year 5. I hope you’ve all had 
a peaceful and relaxing break. Thank you so much for the wonderful gifts and kind messages, 
they are all greatly appreciated. 
 
This term our work will largely be based around two man themes Earth and Space followed 
by Inventors and Inventions. 
 
Literacy 
We begin the year delving into the exciting realms of Science Fiction, studying key texts of the 
genre and then creating our own out of this world stories. Keeping to the theme we will be 
demonstrating our expertise and knowledge of the solar system in the form of information 
booklets and green screen presentations. Later in the term we will create our own mini-novels 
based around a laboratory in which an invention that goes terribly wrong! 
 
Numeracy 
This term the key areas being covered all relate to number. We will be looking at formal 
calculation methods for multiplication and division, comparing, ordering and converting 
fractions, decimals and percentages. This is reflected in the personal targets that have been 
set for each child (please note a copy of the latest targets in both numeracy and literacy have 
been added to the inside cover of each child’s homework book). 
 
Science 
Our initial focus will be to learn about the relationship been Earth, the Moon and the Sun. We 
will investigate why we have day and night, the phases of the Moon, seasonal changes, 
gravitational forces and what happens during a solar/lunar eclipse. Then we will move on to 
finding out more about the solar system, space exploration, new discoveries and theories. 
 
Music 
We will listen to and comment upon the soundtracks to films from the sci-fi genre before 
creating music to accompany the stories that we develop during literacy sessions. Mr. Rimmer 
will continue to lead ukulele sessions each Thursday. We hope to perform this work to you at 
some point during this term (a date will be confirmed later). 
 
Art & Design 
The starting point for this term’s work will be the techniques used by abstract artists to create 
texture before creating our own abstract pieces to represent the surfaces of real and imaginary 
planets initially through painting and then eventually as sculptural and 3 dimensional work. 
 
French 
During the unit Les Planets we will be describing size, colours, temperatures, proximity and 
position of the planets in our solar system as well as creating our own fictional planet with its 
own unique characteristics. 
 
Design Technology 
We will be designing our own space buggies, integrating gears and motors, aimed at coping 
with the stresses of working on the surfaces of planets in outer space. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
History 
During the second half term we will study the early Islamic civilisations, in particular the 
Abbasid dynasty. We will make comparisons between the Renaissance and the Islamic 
Golden Age and consider the key technological advances of this era. 
 
R.E.  
Initially we will learn about Jewish scripture found in the Torah. Children will find out about the 
links between Judaism and other faiths and how across all religions guidance can be found 
through their sacred texts. We will then consider where we go to seek guidance and how we 
can provide advice for others too. 
 
Computing 
The children will be creating their own spreadsheets, to be used in the administration of their 
own Space Theme Park. The children will learn not just how to input data but how different 
formulae are used for different purposes. Additionally the children will be using their 
‘spacescapes’ created in art as a backdrop for stop animation films. 
 
Homework – Homework will resume again this Tuesday and follow the same pattern as last 
term i.e. Children will receive homework every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday with exercise 
books being collected in each Monday for marking and then returned with Tuesday’s 
homework.  
 
P.E. 
PE will take place each Tuesday and Friday, though I would request that kit is brought to 
school each Monday and taken home each Friday – this will enable us to be more flexible and 
so make the most of any opportunity that may arise to go outdoors. Additionally trainers need 
to be in school every day for our Daily Mile task. 
Swimming lessons will recommence on Tuesday 14th January 2020 and continue for the 
remainder of the term. 
 
Educational visit 
Later this term the class will be visiting Jodrell Bank Education Centre. Further information will 
follow once these plans have been finalised. 
 
As always if there is anything else I can help you with, then please pop in and see me in Year 
5. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr.Hesketh 
 
 


