
Year 6: Autumn 1 
Was Britain right to fight in the Second World War? 

English 
Autumn 1 genres:  
Setting Description, Character Description, Informal Letter, Extended Writing – Evacuee Story, Poem on a Theme, Story with a 
flashback 

Class Reader: Goodnight Mr, Tom by Michelle Magorian 
Reading:  
- apply knowledge of phonics, root words, prefixes and suffixes, morphology and etymology to read aloud and understand 

meaning of new words they meet.   
- attention to new vocabulary and meaning/pronunciation  
- distinguish between fact and opinion  
- retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction  
- identify themes and conventions in writing (loss, heroism)  
- make comparisons across texts  
- recognise and understand impact of: metaphor, simile, personification, analogy, imagery, style 
- know first, second and third person 
- ask own questions about text to improve understanding  

 
Writing:  
- Identify in modelled text: Purpose and audience, features of text, register and form, more complex sentence types, and 

complicated new vocabulary  
- Composition: describe settings, characters and atmosphere, use multi-sensory description, mix of description and advancing 

action, use accurate speech effectively  
- Sentence structure:  Write clear simple, compound and complex sentences, use precise high quality vocabulary, use co-

ordinating and subordinating conjunctions, use adverbials/ adverbs at the start, use prepositions for where and when, use short 
sentences for effect, use list of three for longer sentences, use variety of punctuation ( ) ! ? : ; - …  

- Text structure: use paragraphs and link ideas across them  
- Evaluate and edit: proofread for errors (grammar, punctuation and making sense) and make changes to vocabulary, grammar 

and punctuation for further impact  
- Spelling: learn the spelling rules for KS2, use a dictionary / thesaurus to check spelling, distinguish homophones, use morphology 

and etymology 
 
Grammar: 
- Understand and use in writing: Correct comma use, Semi colon use, Colon use to introduce a list, Parenthesis, Main and 

subordinate clauses, Pronoun and proper noun, Use of apostrophes, Expanded noun phrases, relative clauses using (who, which, 
where, when, whose, that (or omitted) and parenthesis. 

- Recognise and understand: Active and passive verbs, Different form of verbs (perfect, simple, progressive), Modal verbs, 
Hyphens and Commas to avoid ambiguity, synonyms and antonyms, determiners (articles, quantifiers, possessive, interrogative)  
 

Spoken Language:  
- Within whole class:  participate in discussion about text, challenging and building on others views, use a broader, deeper and 

richer vocabulary to discuss their world, wider topics and abstract concepts, articulate and justify answers, arguments and 
opinions, speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English, be able to perform poetry, readings of 
writing, plays and presentations confidently with tone, intonation and volume  

Maths 
Place Value 
- Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10,000,000 and 

determine the value of each digit.  
- Round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy.  
- Use negative numbers in context and calculate intervals across 

zero.  
- Solve number and practical problems that involve all of the 

above. 
 

Addition and Subtraction 
- Choose an appropriate strategy to solve a calculation based 

upon the numbers involved (recall a known fact, calculate 
mentally, use a jotting, written method). 

- Select a mental strategy appropriate for the numbers in the 
calculation.  

- Add and subtract whole numbers and decimals using formal 
written methods (columnar addition and subtraction).  

- Use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, 
in the context of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy.  

- Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, 
deciding which operations and methods to use and why.  
 

Multiplication and Division 
- Multiply multi-digit number up to 4 digits by a 2-digit number 

using the formal written method of long multiplication.  
- Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 2-digit whole number using 

the formal written method of long division, and interpret 
remainders as whole number remainders, fractions, or by 
rounding as appropriate for the context.  

- Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 2-digit number using the 
formal written method of short division, interpreting remainders 
according to the context.  

- Perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations 
and large numbers.  

- Identify common factors, common multiples and prime 
numbers.  

- Use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out 
calculations involving the four operations.   

- Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division.  

- Use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine 
in the context of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy. 



Science 
(The Circulatory System) 

 
- identify and name the main parts 

of the human circulatory system, 
and describe the functions of the 
heart, blood vessels and blood  

- recognise the impact of diet, 
exercise, drugs and lifestyle on 
the way their bodies function  

- describe the ways in which 
nutrients and water are 
transported within animals, 
including humans.  

- explore and answer questions 
that help them to understand 
how the circulatory system 
enables the body to function.  

- understand how to keep bodies 
healthy and how bodies might be 
damaged – including how some 
drugs and other substances can 
be harmful to the human body.  

- work scientifically by exploring 
the work of scientists and 
scientific research about the 
relationship between diet, 
exercise, drugs, lifestyle and 
health.  

 

Computing 
(Coding) 

 
While creating a WW2 themed game, 
using Scratch: 
 
- To be able to decompose 

algorithms and then use 
sequencing, repetition and 
selection to create algorithms 
(refined by continuously 
debugging them) that achieve a 
specific goal in a range of 
programs and simulations, 
including creating those that use 
the concept of variables.  

AND  
- To use logical reasoning to 

decompose a problem and 
independently decide on course of 
action   

- To independently create 
algorithms (using debugging, 
sequencing, repetition, selection, 
and variables) independently for a 
specific purpose.   

- To independently create and 
algorithms, using knowledge of 
inputs and outputs. Plan and 
write programs to solve tasks to 
control external devices such as 
sensors and motors.  

 

RE 
(Judaism – Bar/Bat Mitzvah) 

 
- consider places that are special to 

them and consider how people 
are given more responsibility as 
they grow up;  

- know that in Judaism boys have 
Bar Mitzvah celebrations to show 
they are becoming adult 
members of the community;  

- know that learning to read the 
Torah in Hebrew is an important 
part of preparing for Bar Mitzvah;  

- know that in some Jewish 
communities’ girls celebrate their 
Bat Mitzvah.  

- know that times of change in life 
are often marked by ceremonies 
and rituals;  

- know that for some people these  
- rituals take place in a place of 

worship;  
- know that these are called rites  
- (rituals) of passage (passing from 

one state into another).  
- Examine events in Judaism that 

celebrate stages of life and focus 
on God, the Torah and The 
People and The Land. · Explore 
the celebration of Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah and the responsibilities 
linked to these · Consider their 
increasing responsibilities. 

 

 

PSHE 
(Valuing Difference) 

 
- Recognise that bullying and 

discriminatory behaviour can 
result from disrespect of 
people's differences;   

- Suggest strategies for dealing 
with bullying, as a bystander;   

- Know that all people are unique 
but that we have far more in 
common with each other than 
what is different about us;  

- Demonstrate ways of showing 
respect to others, using verbal 
and non-verbal communication.  

- Understand and explain the term 
prejudice;  

- Identify and describe the 
different groups that make up 
their school/wider 
community/other parts of the 
UK;  

- Describe the benefits of living in a 
diverse society;   

- Explain the importance of mutual 
respect for different faiths and 
beliefs and how we demonstrate 
this.  

- Define what is meant by the term 
stereotype; recognise how the 
media can sometimes reinforce 
gender stereotypes;  Recognise 
that people fall into a wide range 
of what is seen as 
normal;  Challenge stereotypical 
gender portrayals of people.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PE 
(Invasion Games) 

 
- Children will improve their 

defending and attacking play. 
They start to play even- sided 
mini-versions of invasion games.  

- In all games activities, children 
think about how to use skills, 
strategies and tactics to outwit 
the opposition. In invasion games, 
they enter their opponent’s 
territory with the ‘ball’ and try to 
get into good positions for 
shooting or reaching the ‘goal’.  

- Continue to develop sport specific 
skills and perform them with 
consistency, accuracy, 
confidence, control and speed.  

- Apply attacking and defending 
skills through modified versions 
of 4V4 or 5V5 invasion games.  

- Knowledge - Attacking tactics – to 
use a range of passes. To get 
away from a defender to receive 
a pass. To send the ball wide 
and/or deep to supporting 
players  

- Defending Tactic – to close down 
space. To intercepting a pass.  

 

(Gymnastics) 

Children use their knowledge of 
compositional principles, eg how to 
use variations in speed, level and 
direction, how to combine and link 
actions, how to relate to partners and 
apparatus, to develop sequences that 
show an awareness of their audience. 
Children will plan and perform a 
sequence with a partner. They will 
choose their own apparatus and 
design a simple layout.  



The ‘Group dynamics’ core task 
involves children working in groups of 
four to six to create and perform a 
sequence that shows their knowledge 
of gymnastic actions and 
compositional principles. 
The children develop their sequence 
on floor and mats before adapting it to 
incorporate apparatus.  

- Travel – i.e. Feet & hands and feet  
- Balance – i.e. partner and group  
- balance (counter balance)  
- jump – different ways of jumping 

and landing with shape  
- Rolling – basic rolls  
- Apparatus  

 

History 
(WW2) 

 
- To interpret events of the past 

through a wide range of sources  
- To ask and answer teacher-led 

and own enquiry questions 
through sources  

- To have an awareness 
of where WW2 fits into British 
History  

- To understand the chronology of 
events of the Second World War  

- To communicate understand of 
historical knowledge. 

- To understand the causes of 
WW2, the impact at home 
(rationing, evacuation and the 
Blitz) and the impact of Nazi 
policy on the Jewish community. 

Geography 
(Map Skills) 

 
- locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities    

- identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night)    

- use the eight points of a compass, 
four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and 
key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world    

FRENCH 
(le-weekend) 

 
When discussing plans for the 
weekend, including hobbies: 
 
- listen attentively to spoken 

language and show 
understanding by joining in and 
responding explore the patterns 
and sounds of language through 
songs and rhymes 

- link the spelling, sound and 
meaning of words · speak in 
sentences, using familiar 
vocabulary, phrases and basic 
language structures 

- develop accurate pronunciation 
and intonation so that others 
understand when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar 
words and phrases 

- appreciate stories, songs, poems 
and rhymes in the language 

- describe people, places, things 
and actions orally 

 

DT 
(Shelters) 

 
- know which tool to use for a 

specific practical task 
- know how to use any tool 

correctly and safely 
- know what each tool is used for 
- explain why a specific tool is best 

for a specific action 
- know how to test and evaluate 

designed products 
- explain how products should be 

stored and give reasons 
- evaluate product against clear 

criteria 
- use knowledge to improve a 

made product by strengthening, 
stiffening or reinforcing  

 

Music 
(WW2) 

 
When listening to Music from the 
period of WW2: 
 
- sing in harmony confidently and 

accurately  
- perform parts from memory  
- take the lead in a performance  
- use a variety of different musical 

devices in composition (including 
melody, rhythms and chords).  

- accurately recall a part of the 
music listened to  

- analyse features within different 
pieces of music  

- evaluate how the venue, occasion 
and purpose affects the way a 
piece of music is created  

- compare and contrast the impact 
that different composers from 
different times have had on 
people of that time  

 



- use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied    

 

 


