
Year 6 - Spring 1 
Has there ever been anyone more important than William Shakespeare? 

English 
Spring 1 genres:  
Classic Literature: Shakespeare. Story of Macbeth, Playscripts, Formal review, Impact of Shakespeare, Biographies, Essay writing 
 

Class Reader: Macbeth and A Midsummer’s Night Dream by William Shakespeare (Matthews and Ross version) 
Reading:  
- apply knowledge of phonics, root words, prefixes and suffixes, morphology and etymology to read aloud and understand meaning of 

new words they meet.   
- attention to new vocabulary and meaning/pronunciation  
- distinguish between fact and opinion  
- retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction  
- identify themes and conventions in writing (loss, heroism)  
- make comparisons across texts  
- recognise and understand impact of: metaphor, simile, personification, analogy, imagery, style 
- know first, second and third person 
- ask own questions about text to improve understanding  

 
Writing:  
- Identify in modelled text: Purpose and audience, features of text, register and form, more complex sentence types, and complicated 

new vocabulary  
- Composition: describe settings, characters and atmosphere, use multi-sensory description, mix of description and advancing action, 

use accurate speech effectively  
- Sentence structure:  Write clear simple, compound and complex sentences, use precise high quality vocabulary, use co-ordinating 

and subordinating conjunctions, use adverbials/ adverbs at the start, use prepositions for where and when, use short sentences for 
effect, use list of three for longer sentences, use variety of punctuation ( ) ! ? : ; - …  

- Text structure: use paragraphs and link ideas across them  
- Evaluate and edit: proofread for errors (grammar, punctuation and making sense) and make changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation for further impact  
- Spelling: learn the spelling rules for KS2, use a dictionary / thesaurus to check spelling, distinguish homophones, use morphology and 

etymology 
 
Grammar: 
- Understand and use in writing: Correct comma use, Semi colon use, Colon use to introduce a list, Parenthesis, Main and subordinate 

clauses, Pronoun and proper noun, Use of apostrophes, Expanded noun phrases, relative clauses using (who, which, where, when, 
whose, that (or omitted) and parenthesis. 

- Recognise and understand: Active and passive verbs, Different form of verbs (perfect, simple, progressive), Modal verbs, Hyphens 
and Commas to avoid ambiguity, synonyms and antonyms, determiners (articles, quantifiers, possessive, interrogative)  
 

Spoken Language:  

- Within whole class:  participate in discussion about text, challenging and building on others views, use a broader, deeper and richer 
vocabulary to discuss their world, wider topics and abstract concepts, articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions, speak 
audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English, be able to perform poetry, readings of writing, plays and 
presentations confidently with tone, intonation and volume  

Maths 
Decimals & Percentages 
- Identify the value of each digit in numbers given to 3 decimal 

places and multiply numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000 giving 
answers up to 3 decimal places.  

- Multiply one-digit numbers with up to 2 decimal places by 
whole numbers.  

- Use written division methods in cases where the answer has 
up to 2 decimal places.  

- Solve problems which require answers to be rounded to 
specified degrees of accuracy.  

- Solve problems involving the calculation of percentages [for 
example, of measures and such as 15% of 360] and the use 
of percentages for comparison.  

- Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, 
decimals and percentages including in different contexts.  
 

Algebra 
- Use simple formulae. 
- Generate and describe linear number sequences. 
- Express missing number problems algebraically. 
- Find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with two 

unknowns. 
- Enumerate possibilities of combinations of two variables. 

 



Science 
(Light) 

 
- recognise that light appears to 

travel in straight lines  
- use the idea that light travels in 

straight lines to explain that 
objects are seen because they 
give out or reflect light into the 
eye  

- explain that we see things 
because light travels from light 
sources to our eyes or from light 
sources to objects and then to 
our eyes  

- use the idea that light travels in 
straight lines to explain why 
shadows have the same shape as 
the objects that cast them.  

- explore the way that light 
behaves, including light sources, 
reflection and shadows. They 
should talk about what happens 
and make predictions.  

- designing and making a periscope 
and using the idea that light 
appears to travel in straight lines 
to explain how it works. 

- investigate the relationship 
between light sources, objects 
and shadows by using shadow 
puppets.  

 

Computing 
(Databases) 

- Identify and collect appropriate 
data to answer their questions.  

- Solve problems involving 
selecting, processing, presenting 
and interpreting data.  

- Construct and interpret a range of 
appropriate tables and graphs 
relating to task.  

- Collect and represent data using 
online quizzes, surveys or polls 
and posters including graphical 
representation of data such as 
infographics (e.g. what are the 
differences in heart rates resting, 
during and after exercise).  

- Interrogate a database using 
suitable questions.  

 

  
 

RE 
(God - Baptism) 

 
- Explain how rituals 

(sacraments/rites of passage) 
might reflect Christian beliefs 
about their relationship with God 

- Explain how these rituals might 
differ between different 
denominations (e.g. infant 
baptism and believer’s baptism) 

- Analyse the importance of 
Christian rites of passage as an 
expression of faith and 
commitment 

- Use religious vocabulary to 
explain the symbolism of words 
and actions used within rituals 
and ceremonies 

- Discuss how people change 
during the course of their lifetime 
– and the key events that humans 
might mark on the journey of life 

- Consider the value of celebrating 
landmarks in life – for individuals 
and communities 

- Ask and respond thoughtfully to 
questions about how they have 
changed during their life so far – 
and how they might continue to 
change 

- Discuss where they might find 
wisdom and guidance to help 
prepare them for the changes and 
responsibilities of different stages 
of life 

PSHE 
(Being My Best) 

 
- Be able to Identify aspirational 

goals and describe the actions 
needed to set and achieve these 

- Present information they 
researched on a health and 
wellbeing issues outlining the key 
issues and making suggestions for 
any improvement concerning 
those issues 

- Identify the risk factors in a given 
situation 

- Understand and explain the 
outcomes of risk-taking in a given 
situation including emotional 
risks 

- Recognise what risk is and how it 
can be reduced 

- Understand risks related to 
growing up an explain the need to 
be aware of these – assess a risk 
to help keep themselves safe 

PE 
(Dance) 

 
- Children can link travelling actions 

with fluency and control.  
- Exaggeration is used to convey 

the emotions associated with 
using the tool.  

- Children can explain the feelings 
and emotions associated with 
work. 

- Children can comment on their 
own and others performance, 
making suggestions for 
improvement. 

- Children can evaluate and 
improve making changes to their 
own sequence. 

 

French 
(Ma journée) 

 
When discussing and talking about 
daily routine:  
 
- listen attentively to spoken 

language and show 
understanding by joining in and 

Geography 
(Population) 

 
- Observe, measure and record 

human and physical. 
- Interpret data collected and 

present the information in a 
variety of ways including charts 
and graphs. 

Art 
(Castles - Clay Relief) 

 
- develop their techniques, 

including their control and their 
use of materials,  

- be creative and use 
experimentation and an 

DT 
(Shakespeare Biscuits) 

 
- use market research to inform 

plans and ideas. 
- follow and refine original plans 
- justify planning in a convincing 

way 

Music  
(Macbeth Show Music) 

 
When listening to Music from the 
period of WW2: 
 
- sing in harmony confidently and 

accurately  
- perform parts from memory  



responding explore the patterns 
and sounds of language through 
songs and rhymes 

- link the spelling, sound and 
meaning of words · speak in 
sentences, using familiar 
vocabulary, phrases and basic 
language structures 

- develop accurate pronunciation 
and intonation so that others 
understand when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar 
words and phrases 

- appreciate stories, songs, poems 
and rhymes in the language 

- describe people, places, things 
and actions orally 

 

- Make predictions and test simple 
hypotheses about people and 
places. 

- Identify and explain increasing 
complex geographical features, 
processes (changes), patterns, 
relationships and ideas. 

- Use more precise geographical 
language relating to the physical 
and human processes.  

- Communicate geographical 
information in a variety of ways 
including through maps, 
diagrams, numerical and 
quantitative skills and writing at 
increasing length.  

- Develop views and attitudes to 
critically 

- Use appropriate search facilities 
when locating places on 
digital/online maps and websites.  

increasing awareness of different 
kinds of art, craft and design.  

- to create sketch books to record 
their observations and use them 
to review and revisit ideas  

- to improve their mastery of art 
and design techniques, using 
sculpture with a range of 
materials, in this instance clay. 

- Learn about great artists - John 
Piper -architects and designers in 
history. 

- show that culture and society is 
considered in plans and designs 

- know which tool to use for a 
specific practical task 

- know how to use any tool 
correctly and safely 

- know what each tool is used for 
- explain why a specific tool is best 

for a specific action 
- know how to test and evaluate 

designed products 
- explain how products should be 

stored and give reasons 
- evaluate product against clear 

criteria 
- explain how food ingredients 

should be stored and give reasons 
- work within a budget to create a 

meal 
- understand the difference 

between a savoury and sweet 
dish 

 

- take the lead in a performance  
- use a variety of different musical 

devices in composition (including 
melody, rhythms and chords).  

- accurately recall a part of the 
music listened to  

- analyse features within different 
pieces of music  

- evaluate how the venue, occasion 
and purpose affects the way a 
piece of music is created  

- compare and contrast the impact 
that different composers from 
different times have had on 
people of that time  

 

 


